
2021 Football Schedule

September

6 Lane College W-34-16
18 at Central Arkansas (ESPNU) L-23-45
23 Alcorn St.* (ESPNU) L-39-38

October
2 at Prairie View A&M.*(ESPNU)  L- 27-17
9 at Alabama St.* L- 35-15
16 Southern* (HC) (ESPN+) L-34-7
23 at Arkansas (Little Rock, Ark.)(SECN) TBA
30 at Texas Southern* 2 PM

November
6 Grambling St. (ESPN+) 2 PM
13 Florda A&M (ESPN+) 2 PM
20 at Alabama A&M 1 PM
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www.uapblionsroar.com          SWAC Western Division Champions 2006, 2012, 2021          SWAC Champions 1966, 2012

Arkansas At Pine Bluff Football
2020-21 SWAC Western Division Champions

vs Arkansas (4-3, 0-3 SEC) |Sat. Oct. 23 | 11 a.m.|Little Rock AR. | War Memorial Stadium

GOLDEN LIONS LAST TIME OUT  
After a historical spring season going undefeated in regular-season play since 1937, the Golden Lions will take a break 
from conference play and will take on SEC foe the Arkansas Razorbacks at War Memorial Stadium in Little Rock, Arkansas.  
 The Golden Lions is coming off a 34-7 defeat to Southern U. at Simmons Bank Field last weekend. 

UAPB VS Razorbacks  LAST CONTESTS This will be the first time that both squads will meet on the gridiron.  The Last 
time the Golden Lions played at War Memorial Stadium was 2012.  

SWAC Western Division Champions To Have Six Football Games On National TV 
ESPN Family Networks will feature the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff (SWAC) Spring 2021 Western Division 
Champions on national TV broadcasts for six of its 11 games for the upcoming fall season, with four the games being 
played at Simmons Bank Field.

PRESEASON SEASON HONOR RECORDS  The Golden Lions finished last spring with 10 selections for All-Conference 
while head coach Doc Gamble was named SWAC & HBCU National Coach of the Year.  First-team selections include 
OL Mark Evans II, WR Josh Wilkes, LB Kolby Watts, DB Jalon Thigpen, and RS Tyrin Ralph. Ralph was also selected for 
second-team honors as a receiver, which also features QB Skyler Perry, OLs Noah Hayes and Atondre Smith, LB Isaac 
Peppers, and K Zack Piwnickzka.

#UAPBFootball Lands Four On Preseason HBCU All-America Team Mark Evans II, Isaac Peppers, Jalon Thigpen, and 
Tyrin Ralph continue to pile up awards and gain recognition from a historic spring 2021 season for the Golden Lions after 
being named BOXTOROW HBCU Preseason All-America Team for the second consecutive year.  

#UAPBFootball Homecoming Away From Home Southern's QB LaDarius Skelton will be making his last appearance as 
a student-athlete in  a powder blue and gold uniform, as he face his hometown team (UAPB).  Skeleton played his high 
school football at Pine Bluff High, where he led the Zebras to two state championships and named the top award in 
Arkansas. (Landers Award)

PRO GOLDEN LIONS  Two former Golden Lions made the 53 man roster on their respective NFL teams on Aug. 31. 
Tackle Terron Armstead, entering his eighth year was drafted by the Saints in the third round of the 2013 NFL Draft. The 
3x Pro Bowler was on a bye in week 6, but the Saits defeated Washington football team in week 5, 33-22 to improve 
to 3-2 overall.  Armstead helped compiled a total of 369 yards with 271 coming from the passing game.   Punter Jamie 
Gillan, entering his third year with the Cleveland Browns as an undrafted free agent. In week six, Gillan had two punts 
for an average of 53.0 yards, for the Browns 37-14 loss against the Cardinals. 

NEW FACES, SAME MISSION   Coach Gamble announced five new coahes to the staff for the upcoming Fall 2021.  
Aarion Savage will take over the safeties, Kendrick Nord will coach the quarterbacks, and Spencer Treadwell will coach 
the tight ends.  In addition D'Gary Wallace and Bradley Burrell will handle the role for the graduate assistants.

BACK-TO-BACK WINNING SEASONS FOR GOLDEN LION FOOTBALL Golden Lion football has clinched its second straight 
winning season with a 4-1 mark in the Spring of 2021. It is the seventh winning season since returning to the SWAC in 
1998. (1998: 8-3; 2000: 6-5; 2004: 6-3; 2006: 8-4 (lost SWAC Championship game); 2012: 10-2 (SWAC Champions); 
2019: 6-5).

GAMBLE LEADS GOLDEN LIONS INTO NEW DECADE Doc Gamble has led the Golden Lions back to the championship 
game. In his third season on staff and second as head coach, Gamble was named SWAC & HBCU Head Coach of The Year 
in the Spring of 2021 after leading UAPB to the second undefeated season in school history (1937 team went 7-0-3).  He 
spent the previous two seasons as Assistant Head Coach and quarterbacks coach before officially moving into the head 
coach role in April 2020 (full bio page 3).
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2021 Arkansas At Pine Bluff 
Golden Lions Football Quick Facts

GENERAL INFORMATION

Founded / Location ....................................... 1873 / Pine Bluff, Ark.
Enrollment / Mascot ........................................ 2,500 / Golden Lions
Colors .................................................... PMS Black, PMS Gold 124C
Affiliation ..........................................................NCAA Division I FCS
Conference ................................................... Southwestern Athletic
Chancellor ............................................... Dr. Laurence B. Alexander
Director of Athletics .......................................................Chris Robinson
 Alma Mater ...................................................................... UAPB, 1995
Senior Women Administrator ......................... Betty Hayes-Anthony 
Alma Mater .............................................................. UAPB 1981, 1995
Interim Director of Strategic Communications ...........................Cameo Stokes
 Alma Mater ............................................Arkansas Baptist College
Faculty Athletic Representative ........................... Dr. Brenda Martin
Stadium ............................................................Simmons Bank Field
 Year Opened / Capacity ...........................................2000 / 16,000
Surface ............................................................................IRONTURF

COACHING STAFF

Head Coach ............................................................................ Doc Gamble
 Alma Mater ........................................................Tennessee Martin, 1995
 Playing Experience ........... QB, North Dakota St. College of Science  (1990-92)
  ............................................................. QB, Tennessee Martin (1993-94)
Year at UAPB / Overall Record ............................................................1st / 4-1

Assistant HC / Defensive Coordinator / Defensive Line ... Jonathan Bradley
 Alma Mater .................................................................Arkansas St., 2011

Offensive Coordinator  / Receivers .......................................Don Treadwell
 Alma Mater ...................................................................Miami OH., 1982

Cornerbacks ......................................................................... Jackie Cooper
 Alma Mater .......................................................................... Xavier, 1991

Quarterbacks ....................................................................... Kendrick Nord 
 Alma Mater .............................................................. Grambling St., 1995

Safeties ................................................................................................ AAiron Savage
 Alma Mater ........................................................................ Auburn, 2008

Offensive Line ............................................................................ Bill Nickell
 Alma Mater ........................................................................ Urbana, 2011

Linebackers / Defensive Run Game Coordinator ..........................Deion Roberson
 Alma Mater ..........................................................................Alcorn, 2016

Running Backs ................................................................................... Larry Warner
 Alma Mater .......................................................... Southern Illinois, 2009

Tight Ends/EQ/Video Coordinator ............................................Spencer Treadwell
 Alma Mater ...................................................................Miami, OH, 2014

Graduate Assistant ..........................................................Bradley Burrell (Offense)
Graduate Assistant. ............................................... D'Gary Wallace (Defense)

FOOTBALL HISTORY
First Year ................................................................................. 1928
Black College Championships.............................................. 1 (2012)
SWAC Championships  ...............................................2 (1966, 2012)
SWAC Western Division Championships ........... 3 (2006, 2012, 2021)
SWAC Postseason Record .........................................................(2-2)
Last Appearance ........................... 2021 SWAC Championship Game
Result ................Alabama A&M 40, UAPB 33 (SWAC Championship)

TEAM INFORMATION
Spring 2021 Record / SWAC Record (finish) 4-1 / 4-0 (1st, SWAC West)
Offensive Starters Returning / Lost ...........................................10/1
Defensive Starters Returning / Lost ............................................ 9/2
Letterwinners Returning / Lost ...............................................50/10

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS
Interim Director of Strategic Communications ...........................Cameo Stokes
 Email .......................................................... stokesc@uapb.edu
 Office Phone ........................................................870-575-7955
Assistant Director / Strategic Communications ..........................TBA
 E-mail .......................................................................................
 Office Phone  ............................................................................
Website ..............................................................uapblionsroar.com
Facebook ........................................... @UAPB Golden Lion Athletics
Twitter .................................................................@UAPBLionsRoar
Instagram .............................................................@UAPBLionsRoar

MAILING ADDRESS
1200 North University Dr.
Mail Slot 4891
Pine Bluff, Ark. 71601

KEY RETURNERS
QB Skyler Perry.......................102-178, 1236 yds, 13 TD (2nd/SWAC)
WR Josh Wilkes ...........................................24 rec, 341 yds, 6TD (both 2nd/SWAC)
RS Tyrin Ralph.................................892 return yds, 2TD, YDS/G 178.4 (1st/SWAC)
DB Jalon Thigpen.................. .21 tkls, 5 INT (1st/SWAC), 8 PBU (1st/SWAC)
LB Isaac Peppers..........................33 tkls, (t-6th/SWAC), sacks 7 (2nd/SWAC)
OL Mark Evans II........................... fewest sacks allowed (1st/SWAC) 

KEY LOSSES
DB Shawn Steele ... 28 tkls, 1 INT (t-4th/SWAC), 5 PBU (t-3rd,SWAC)
DE Xaiver Mitchell  ........... 18 tackles, 3.0 sacks ( 5th/SWAC), 16 TFL



Head Coach Doc Gamble
Doc Gamble was named Arkansas At 

Pine Bluff head football coach in April 2020, 
and, in the historic 2021 spring season of  
Southwestern Athletic Conference football, 
has guided the Golden Lions to the SWAC 
Western Division championship and a berth 
in the Cricket Wireless SWAC Championship 
Game presented by Pepsi Zero Sugar.

In leading UAPB to a 4-1 record and 
capturing the SWAC Western Division title, the 
Golden Lions defeated Southern, Grambling 
and Prairie View A&M in the same season 
for the first time since the program's SWAC 
Championship-winning season of 2012. 
Gamble was named SWAC & HBCU Natioanal 
Coach of The Year in the Spring 2021 season.

The 21st head coach in program history is in 
his third season with UAPB, having joined the 
staff as assistant head coach and quarterbacks 
coach in the spring of 2018. 

In 2019, UAPB ranked second in the SWAC 
in passing yards with 3,105. Using a two-
quarterback system most of the year, Shannon 
Patrick (2,250 yards, 19 TDs) and Skyler Perry 
(784 yards, 8 TD) along with Taylor Holston 
combined for the third-highest passing TDs 
total in the league with 28. Patrick had a 
three-game stretch in contests against Lane, 
Miss. Valley St. and Grambling where he threw 
for nearly 900 yards and nine touchdowns.

In Gamble's first season at UAPB, he guided 
a pair of first-year quarterbacks to solid 
seasons. Junior college transfer Patrick got off 
to an explosive start in throwing for 700 yards 
with six touchdowns and no interceptions in 
two games before an injury to his throwing 
hand sidelined him for the rest of the season. 
True freshman  Perry started the final eight 
games, passing for nearly 1,800 yards and 
eight touchdowns. 

Prior to UAPB, Gamble spent five seasons at 
Kent State University as wide receivers coach. 
In Gamble's first season with the Flashes 

(2013), Dri Archer earned All-MAC honors 
as a slot receiver. Wideout Chris Humphrey 
doubled his output from the previous season, 
catching 51 passes for 613 yards and three 
touchdowns, the most yards by a Kent State 
receiver since 2010.

In 2014, Humphrey matched his 51 catches 
and topped his receiving yard total (635) in 11 
games. He was also named to the Academic 
All-MAC Team. Sophomore receiver Ernest 
Calhoun had a breakout season with 33 
catches for 319 yards, while redshirt freshman 
Kris White totaled 25 catches for 270 yards.

In 2015, Gamble helped develop a pair of 
freshman receivers (Antwan Dixon & Johnny 
Woods), who combined for 47 catches and 521 
receiving yards. At season's end, Connor Arlia 
and Luke Grandjean each earned Academic 
All-MAC honors.

Three true freshmen (Kavious Price, Trey 
Harrell & Mike Carrigan) worked their way into 

the receiver rotation in 2016 under Gamble's 
guidance. Senior Ernest Calhoun caught a 
career-high four touchdowns.

Prior to Kent State, Gamble coached 
running backs and tight ends and served as 
the recruiting coordinator at Alcorn State 
University in 2012. 

Prior to Alcorn State, Gamble spent 
one season as an offensive assistant at the 
University of Cincinnati. The Bearcats went 
10-3 in 2011 and won a share of the Big East 
title.

From 2003-07, and from 2009-11, Gamble 
coached at his alma mater, Withrow High 
School in Cincinnati, Ohio. He posted a 53-
19 record and a pair of playoff appearances. 
He also served as the head football coach 
at Fairfield High School for one year (2008). 
During his time at Withrow and Fairfield, 120 
of his student-athletes went on to play college 
football at various levels. In 2004 he received 
the Paul Brown Excellence in Coaching Award, 
while at Withrow.

Gamble began his coaching career as a 
student-assistant coaching quarterbacks at 
the University of Tennessee at Martin in 1995. 
He then returned to Withrow as an assistant 
coach for four seasons.

Returning to the college ranks in 2000, 
Gamble was an assistant at Mount St. Joseph 
University for two seasons. He was also a 
graduate assistant and linebackers coach at 
East Carolina University in 2002.

While a student at Withrow, Gamble was 
the quarterback for three seasons, including 
one undefeated year.

He then went on to play quarterback at 
North Dakota State College of Science and 
at the University of Tennessee at Martin. He 
graduated from the University of Tennessee 
at Martin in 1995 with a Bachelor of Science 



2021 UAPB Football Fall Season Preview
The University of Arkansas at Pine 

Bluff football team will look to build off 
the spring 2021 the SWAC Western Div. 
title and take the next step toward the 
SWAC Championship.

The Golden Lions went 4-1, capturing 
the the division title for the first time 
since 2012 and will look to make another 
run in aspiring toward the title.

Doc Gamble was named SWAC & 
HBCU Natioanal Coach of The Year in his 
first year after being named UAPB head 
football coach in April 2020. Gamble 
spent the previous two seasons as 
Associate Head Coach and quarterbacks 
coach. The Golden Lions return more 
than 50 lettermen, including 19 starters 
(10 offense / nine defense).

OFFENSE

UAPB will look to build on the fifth-
ranked offense in the SWAC and 12th in 
FCS in scoring offense. 

Skyler Perry was named second-team 
SWAC All-Conference enters his third 
season as the starter at quarterback and 
leader of the team.

Perry passed for 1,236 yards and 13 
touchdowns. He threw for a career high 
with four touchdown passes in a win 
over Grambling St. Perry also finished 
tied 13th in the country in FCS ranks 
with 13 touchdowns. 

Perry led a young but talented 
running back group. The New Orleans  
native rushed for 216 yards and three 
touchdowns last season, finding paydirt 
in games against Southern U. and Prairie 
View A&M. With former all-conference 
running back Keshawn Williams back in 
the lineup to add depth with Omar Allen 
Jr. and a talented group of seasonal 
running backs coming in the Golden 
Lions back field will be loaded with 
talent and will open up the passing 
game more.    

The UAPB receiving corps is among 
the best in the nation, as three out 
of the top four  receivers from spring 
2021 all return.  WRs Josh Wilkes, Tyrin 
Ralph, DeJuan Miller, combined for 63 
receptions in five games (68 percent of 
team total) for 796 yards (65 percent of 
team total) and nine touchdowns (70 
percent of team total). 

Wilkes earned second-team All-
SWAC honors with 25 receptions for 
341 yards (3rd/SWAC/tied 44th/FCS; 
5.0 avg.) and 3rd/SWAC/tied 9th/FCS/
in receiving touchdowns (six). Wilkes 

posted one 100-yard receiving games, 
including a season-high 131 yards and 
one touchdown against Grambling St., 
one of two multi-TD games.

Miller, the 2018 SWAC Freshman of 
the Year and named BOXTOROW All-
American. He caught 14 passes for 148 
yards and two touchdowns. Mller six 
receptions 69 yards and one touchdown 
in Pepsi Zero SWAC Championship 
against Alabama A&M. 

 
Ralph, the league's top return 

specialist, is one of the most dynamic 
weapons in the league, and ranks among 
the best in the nation, gaining 892 all-
purpose yards and two touchdowns 
last season. Ralph caught 24 passes for 
307 yards and two touchdowns, tied 
for the SWAC lead averaging 18.2 yards 
per punt return (1st/SWAC/4th FCS), 
averaged nearly 27.1 yards on 14 kickoff 
returns.

A trio of starters return on the offense 
line, anchored by first-team All-SWAC 
selection LT Mark Evans and second-
team All-SWAC selection RT Noah Hayes, 
along with  2020 LG All-SWAC selection 
Atondre Smith. The unit allowed the 
second-fewest sacks in the SWAC last 
season (six), while helping the offense 
to five games of 400+ yards total offense 
or better, including a season-best 632 
yards at Grambling St.

DEFENSE

First-team All-SWAC selection Jalon 
Thigpen  anchored the defense, helping 
the defense improve to be one of the 
best in the conference. The Defensive 
unit led the confernce in sacks with (21) 
and interceptions with (8).

At linebacker, both second-team All-
SWAC selections Kolby Watts and Isaac 
Peppers each had moments leading the 
middle of the Golden Lion defense. 

Watts made a team-high 36 tackles 
with one sack, 8.0 tackles for loss, one 
forced fumble, two fumble recovery, 
one for a 33 yard touchdown in the 
SWAC Championship against Alabama 
A&M, and one pass breakup. Watts 
made a season-high tying nine tackles, 
a career-high 4.0 tackles for loss, one 
forced fumble and one pass breakup 
against Prairie View A&M, and made 
nine tackles with one tackle for loss at 
Southern.

Peppers is second on the team with 
33 tackles, leads the SWAC in forced 

fumbles (three), ranks second in the 
league with 7.5 sacks, and is fourth in 
tackles for loss with 6.5. He recorded six 
tackles, with a career-high 3.5 sacks and 
a career-high 4.0 tackles for loss and a 
forced fumble against Prairie View A&M.

On the defensive line, freshman 
Athen Smith stepped up big for the 
Golden Lions.  Smith finshed the season 
with eight tackles, 4.0 yards for loss, two 
sacks and two quarterback hurries.  

In the secondary, Jalon Thigpen 
returns as one of the top hard hitting 
safeties in the nation. Thigpen, who's 
on several NFL scouts radar leads the 
SWAC and is tied for first in the FCS in 
interceptions with five picks, returning 
one for a 73 yard touchdown with seven 
pass break-ups while ranking third on 
team in tackles (28). He made a career-
high two interceptions along with six 
tackles, 1.5 tackles for loss and one 
pass breakup against Prairie View A&M. 
Thigpen made a season-high eight 
tackles and returned an interception 35 
yards for touchdown at Grambling.

Paul Reeves known on the team as 
the "general" ranked first on the team  
in breakups (three) and finshed the 
season with a total of 13 tackles. 

Solomon Brooks a big strong defensive 
back who's not afarid to play man, ranks 
third in the conference in pass breakups 
with five.  Brooks finished the season 
with 19 tackles, 12 solos. 

SPECIAL TEAMS

In the Spring of 2020-21 Zack 
Piwniczka converted 19 of 22 PATs, 
including going 6-of-7 against Grambling 
St. and a season long of 42 yards field 
goal against Priaire View A&M.

Thomas Reny was steady in the 
middle as long snapper on all Golden 
Lion kicking units. 

SCHEDULE

The Golden Lions will play a five-home 
games this fall season, at Simmons Bank 
Field. UAPB will face SEC foe Arkansas 
Razorbacks in Little Rock, Ark. for the 
first time in school history.

The Golden Lions defeated Lane 
College 34-16 in their season opener. 
Followed by Alcorn St. Sept 23 on ESPNU, 
Southern U. Oct. 16 for homecoming, 
Grambling Nov. 6, and FAMU Nov. 13.



  OFFENSE
WR 3 Josh Wilkes (6-3  185  R-Sr.)
 89 Terrill McCray III (5-10  170  R-Fr.)
  
LT 78  Mark Evans II (6-4  295  Jr.)
 74 Christon Love (6-3  285  Fr.)

LG 76  Atondre Smith (6-3  320  Sr.)
 73 Tre Lester (6-2  290  Fr.)

C 66 Eric Jones III (6-3  325  R-Sr.)
 51 Rolando Jones (6-4  305  Fr.)
 
RG 77  Jordan Mack (6-4  310  So.) 
 60 Ryan Atkins-Fraizer (6-2  280  R-Jr.)
 
RT 70 Noah Hayes (6-5  305  R-So.) 
 72 Raschad DaCosta (6-3  280  R-Fr.) 
 
TE 81 Rashad Beecham (6-2  225  R-Jr.) 
 19 Daryl Carter (6-2  220  R-Jr.)

WR  13 DeJuan Miller (6-2  185  Jr.)
 18  Dalyn Hill (6-1  185 So.)  
 
WR 1  Trey Harrell  (6-0  190  Sr.)
 5  Josh Hart (6-0  195  R-Fr.)
  
QB 11 Skyler Perry (6-3  215  Jr.)
 15  Xzavier Vaughn (6-4  190  Sr.)

RB 21 Kierre Crossley (5-9 180  Sr.)
 33 Kayvon Britten (5-7  190  R-So.)
 

  DEFENSE

DT 50 Athen Smith (6-2  260  R-Fr.)  
 57 Miles Younger (6-5  210  R-Fr.)

NG 71 Zion Farmer (5-10  290  R-Jr.)  
 95 Kendarius Clark (6-2  290  R-Fr.)

DE 91  Jacari McKinney (6-3  265  Jr.)
 58  Kailon Davis (6-2  220  Sr.)

DT 65  JaVonn Gray (6-2  300  R-Fr.)
 99 Decarlo Hamilton (6-4  300  Sr.)

MLB 53  Isaac Peppers (6-0  205  Jr.)
 31 Isaiah Singleton (5-9  210  So.)

SLB 4 Kolby Watts (6-0  205  Sr.)
 44  Monroe Beard III (6-1  210  So.)

CB 28 Solomon Brooks  (5-11  180  Sr.)
 12  Nathan Seward  (6-1  185  Jr.)

CB 37 Andre Fuller (6-2  180  Fr.)
 29 Tyquan Fleming (5-10  170  So.)

NKL 35  Paul Reeves (5-10  195  Sr.)
 22 Marcus Askew II (5-11  185  Fr.)

ROV 24 Keyvien Johnson (5-9  165  R-So.)
 23 Kaleb Knox (6-1  185  Fr.)

ROV 0  Jalon Thigpen (5-9  180  Sr.) 
 25 Stanleigh Bentley (6-1  170  Jr.)
 

SPECIAL TEAMS

PK 47 Zack Piwniczka (5-10  200  R-So.)
 93 Josh Sanchez (6-2  210  Jr.) 
   
P 93 Josh Sanchez (6-2  210  Jr.)
 47 Zack Piwniczka (5-10  200  R-So.)

LS 98 Thomas Reny (6-2  230  So.)
 16 Xavier Mitchell (6-2  250  R-Jr.)
 
KR 7   Tyrin Ralph (5-8  170  R-Sr.)
 3  Josh Wilkes (6-3  185  R-Sr.)
 
PR 7   Tyrin Ralph (5-8  170  R-Sr.)
 2 Kentrell Harris (6-1  195  Fr.)
 
H 5  Josh Hart (6-0  195  R-Fr.)
 13 DeJuan Miller (6-2  185  Jr.) 

COACHING STAFF
Head Coach .....................................Doc Gamble
Alma Mater..................... Tennessee Martin, 1995

Year at UAPB (Record) 1st (4-1)
Overall Record (Years) 1st (4-1)

ASSISTANT COACHES

AHC / Def. Coordinator / Def. Line Jonathan Bradley
 Alma Mater Arkansas St., 2011

Off. Coordinator / Wide Receivers Don Treadwell
 Alma Mater Miami Oh. 1982

Cornerbacks Jackie Cooper
 Alma Mater Xavier, 1991

Quarterbacks Kendrick Nord
 Alma Mater Grambling St. 1995

Safeties AAiron Savage
 Alma Mater Auburn 2008

Offensive Line Bill Nickell
 Alma Mater Urbana, 2011

Linebackers Deion Roberson
 Alma Mater Alcorn, 2016

Running Backs Larry Warner
 Alma Mater Southern Illinois, 2009

Tight Ends Spencer Treadwell
 Alma Mater Miami, OH., 2014

2021 Arkansas At Pine Bluff Football Depth Chart

                                                                   UAPB PRONUNCIATION CHART 

7 Tyrin Ralph tie-ren

13 DeJuan Miller de-won

15 Xzavier Vaughn ex-zay-vee-er

18 Dalyn Hill dall-en

21 Jalon Thigen jay-len

24 Keyvian Johnson key-vee-en

30 Jabaz Perique ja-bazz  per-reek

47 Zack Piwniczka piv-nis-ka

50 Athen Smith ah-then

76 Atondre Smith a-ton-dray

87 Tykedreaus Elder ty-key-dre-us

89 Terrill McCray III ter-rill 

92 Chaudre White show-dray



# Name POS HT WT CL HOMETOWN / PREVIOUS SCHOOL
0 Jalon Thigpen  FS 6-1 185 Sr.  Laurel, Miss. / Southwest CC
1 Trey Harrell WR 6-0 190 Fr. New Orleans, La. / Metairie Park HS
2 Kentrell Harris DB 6-1 195 Fr. New Orleans, La. / Booker T. Washington HS
3 Josh Wilkes WR 6-3 185 R-Sr. Rockhill, S.C. / Butler CC 
4 Kolby Watts  LB 6-0 205 Sr. DeSoto, Tex. / DeSoto HS                                                                                                                            
5 Joshua Hart                              WR 6-0 195 R-Fr. Tucson, Ariz. / Salpointe HS / Arizona St.
6  Thomas Mines     RB 5-10 225 Fr. St. Louis, MO/ Trinity Catholic HS                                                                                                                                               
7 Tyrin Ralph WR 5-8 170 R-Sr. New Orleans, La. / Edna Karr HS     
8 Keshawn Williams    RB 5-10 195 R-Sr. Pine Bluff, Ark. / Dollarwary HS 
9 V’Lique Carter  WR 5-10 175 Jr. West Palm Beach, FL / Pittsburgh                                                     
10 Torrence Bardell QB 6-1 210 R-Fr. New Orleans, La. / Bonnabel HS / Jackson St.  
11  Skyler Perry QB 6-3 215 Jr. New Orleans, La. / Edna Karr HS  
12 Nathan Seward     DB 6-1 185 Jr. Madison, Wis. / Minnesota                                                                                                                                        
13 DeJuan Miller WR 6-2 185 Jr. Belle Glade, Fla. / Glades Central HS
14 Jalen Macon QB 6-5 205 Fr. Nashville, Tn. / Hillsboro HS                                                                                        
15 Xzavier Vaughn QB 6-4 190 R-Fr. Beaumont, Tex. / United HS         
16 Dae’eion Dawkins WR 5-10 170 Fr. District Heights, MD. / Potomac HS 
17 Eduardo Andrade QB 6-2 215 Jr. Santa Clara, Calif. / De Anza College                                                                                                                                          
18 Dalyn Hill WR 6-1 185 R-Fr. New Orleans, La. / Edna Karr HS                                                                                                                 
19 Daryl Carter  TE 6-2 220 R-Jr. Conyers, Ga. / Salem HS  
20 Jermaine Guillard WR 6-1 175 Fr. Kenner, La. / Kenner HS                                                               
21 Kierre Crossley  RB 5-9 180 Sr. Everman, Tx. / Central Arkansas                                                                                        
22 Marcus Askew II DB 5-11 185 Fr. Germantown, Tenn. / Germantown HS       
23 Kaleb Knox           DB 6-1 185 Fr. Bryant, Ark. / Bryant HS                                                
24 Keyvien Johnson DB 5-9 165 R-So. Dallas, Tex. / North Mesquite HS
25 Stanleigh Bentley DB 6-1 170 Jr. Yazoo City, Miss. / Yazoo HS                                                                                                                   
26 Omar Allen Jr. RB 5-9 180 R-So. Pine Bluff, Ark. / Watson Chapel HS       
27 Kyle Knox                 DB 6-1 185 Fr. Bryant, Ark. / Bryant HS                                                         
28 Solomon Brooks DB 5-11 190 Sr. Belzoni, Miss. / Hinds CC 
29 Tyquan Fleming          DB 5-10 175 So. Cincinnati, OH. / Kentucky Christian University  
30 Jabaz Perique LB 6-1 215 Fr. New Orleans, La. / St. Augustine HS                                                                      
31 Isaiah Singleton LB 5-11 220 Jr. Pine Bluff, Ark. / Pine Bluff HS                                                                                    
32 Daniel Ingram RB 5-9 210 Fr. Cincinnati, Oh. / Withrow HS 
33 Kayvon Britten RB 5-7 190 Fr. Cincinnati, Oh. / Western Hills HS                                                                     
35 Paul Reeves  DB 5-10 195 Sr. Lexington, Miss. / Lexington HS                                                                                                            
36 Lawson Howard FS 6-1 200 R-Fr. Little Rock, Ark. / Tulsa                                                                                   
37 Andre Fuller DB 6-2 180 Fr. Loxahatchee, Fla. / Seminole Ridge HS 
38 Anthony Newman DB 5-11 165 Fr. Pine Bluff, Ark. / Watson Chapel HS                                                                            
39 Deontay Cooper RB 5-6 160 Fr. Pine Bluff, Ark. / Watson Chapel HS
40 Tavon Hardwick RB 5-9 170 Fr. Dayton, OH. / Belmont HS
41 Dar’Trell Cooper RB 5-8 175 Fr. New Orleans, La. / McDonogh HS
42 Julious McGruder DB 5-11 175 Fr.  West Memphis, Ark. / West Memphis HS
43 Jalil Lenore LB 6-2 210 Fr. Chicago, Ill. / Bremen HS
44 Monroe Beard III LB 6-1 210 So. Chattanooga, Tenn. / Notre Dame HS
45 Rico Dozier                               LB 6-1 195 Fr.  Abbeville, Al. / Abbeville HS                                          
46 Rylan Woods LB 6-1 220 Fr. Cincinnati, Oh. / Dohn Prep                                                                                        
47  Raequan Prince RB 5-9 180 So. Cincinnati, Oh. / Highland Community College                                                                        
48 Timon Akins LB 6-1 220 So. Marion, Ark. / Marion HS 
49 Kavareous Lowe RB 6-1 215 R-Fr. Pine Bluff, Ark. / Dollarway HS                                                                            
50 Athen Smith DL 6-2 260 R-Fr. Barton, Ark. / Barton HS                                                                                                                                              
51 Rolando Jones OL 6-4 305 Fr. Memphis, Tenn. / Southwind HS
52 Dylan Smith LB 6-0 250 Fr. New Orleans, La. / Edna Karr HS                                                                                   
53 Isaac Peppers LB 6-0 205 Jr. Greenville, Miss. / Greenville HS
54 Bryce Lusk OL 6-1 260 Fr. Pine Bluff, Ark. / Pine Bluff HS  
55 Malik Rencher DL 6-1 280 Jr. Corona, Ca. / Centennial HS / San Bernardino Va
56 Jamarion Henderson LB 6-0 195 Fr. New Orleans, La. / McDonogh HS                                    
57 Miles Younger DE 6-3 210 R-Fr. Duluth, Ga. / Kennesaw St. 
58 Kailon Davis DE 6-2 220 Sr. New Orleans, La. / Arkansas St.                                                                                                           
59 Jamaal Foote DL 6-3 260 R-Fr. Pine Bluff, Ark. / Pine Bluff HS                                                                                        
60 Ryan Atkins-Frazier OL 6-6 280 Jr. Gary, Ind. / Merrillville HS / Garden City CC
61 Zack Piwniczka  K 5-10 200 R-So. San Tan Valley, Ariz. / Poston Butte HS       
62 Kerryon Taylor              TE 6-4 280 R-Jr. Milwaukee, Wis. / Milwaukee HS                                                                                                                                               
64 Christopher Kilpatrick OL 6-4 390 R-Jr. Fairbanks, Ak. / Ben Eielson HS                                                                                                                   
65 JaVonn Gray DL 6-2 300 R-Fr. Indianapolis, Ind. / Lawrence Central HS                                                                      
66 Eric Jones III OL 6-3 325 R-Jr. Lewisville, Tex. / Lewisville HS   
67  Jaquan Bennett OL 6-5 290 Jr. Cincinnati, Oh. / Aiken HS  
68 Tolliver Hunt OL 6-2 220 Fr. Pine Bluff, Ark. / Watson Chapel 
69 Damon Walker        OL 6-5 220 Fr.  Lancaster, Tx. / Lancaster HS                                                                             
70 Noah Hayes OL 6-4 310 So. Las Vegas, Nev. / Bishop Gorman HS                                                                        
71 Zion Farmer DL 5-10 290 R-Jr. Winchester, Ark. / Dumas HS                                                                                                                      
72 Raschad DaCosta OL 6-3 280 R-Fr. Coconut Creek, Fla. / Coconut Creek HS                                                                    
73 Calvin Lester III OL 6-2 290 Fr. Shreveport, La. / Byrd HS                                                                                               
74 Christon Love OL 6-1 285 Fr. Detroit, Mich. / Martin Luther King HS
75 Stacey Williams OL 6-4 335 Fr. Conroe, Tx. / Oak Ridge HS 
76 Antondre Smith OL 6-3 320 Sr. DeSoto, Tex. / DeSoto HS                                                                                                 
77 Jordan Mack OL 6-4 310 R-So. Las Vegas, Nv. / Bishop Gordon HS                                                                                                                      
78 Mark Evans II OL 6-4 295 Jr. Houston, Tex. / C.E. King HS      
79 Courtney Van Buren Jr.    OL 6-4 300 Fr.  Stafford, Va. / North Stafford HS                                                                                                              
80 Kylan Robinson WR 6-2 180 Jr. Batesville, Ark. / Batesville HS / Central Arkansas                                                         
81 Rasheed Beecham TE 6-2 225 R-Jr. Cibolo, TX. / UTEP
82 Alex Boone TE 6-4 240 R-Fr. Eldorado, Ark. / Eldorado HS                                                                                                        
84 Matthew Moses TE 6-5 227 So. Conyers, Ga. / Lackawanna College
85 Kevin English WR 6-5 235 Fr. Norwood, Oh. / Norwood HS                                                                                                                                               
87 Tykedreaus Elder WR 6-1 170 Fr. Dallas, Tex. / N. Dallas HS                                                                            
89 Terrill McCray III WR 5-10 170 R-Fr. Darien, Ill. / Morton HS                                                                                                            
90 Nathaniel Floyd  TE 6-1 215 So. Sherwood, Ark.  Sylvan Hills HS
91 Jacari McKinney DL 6-3 265 Jr. Moreno Valley, Ca. / Moreno Valley HS                                                                      
92 Chaudre White DL 6-2 215 R-Fr. Strong, Ark. / Strong HS                                                                                                          
93 Josh Sanchez K/P 6-2 210 Jr. Corning, Ca. / Corning Union HS / Shasta Coll                                                                                                    
95 Kendarius Clark DL 6-2 290 Fr. Lexa, Ark. / Barton HS                                                                                                    
96 Corace Hudson DL 6-1 265 Fr. Pine Bluff, Ark. / Pine Bluff HS    
97 Keshawn Sears    DL 6-6 230 Fr.  Riverdale, Ga. / Drew HS                                                                                                                                               
98 Thomas Reny  LS 6-2 230 So. Toledo, Oh. / Central Catholic HS                                                                                  
99 DeCarlo Hamilton DL 6-4 300 Sr. Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. / College of The Canyons

2021 Arkansas At Pine Bluff  Football Roster



FALL 2021 HONORS
#3 WR Josh Wilkes
 2nd Team Preseason All- SWAC
#4 LB Kolby Watts
 2nd Team Preseason All- SWAC
#7 WR/PR/KR Tyrin Ralph
 1sr Team Preseason All- SWAC(RS)
 1st Team FCS All American
 1st Team BOXTOROW Preseason All-American (RS)
 
#11 QB Skyler Perry
 2nd Team Preseason All- SWAC
# 21 FS Jalon ThigPen
 1stTeam Preseason All- SWAC
#53 LB Isaac Peppers
 2nd Team Preseason All- SWAC
#70 OL Noah Hayes 
 
2nd Team Preseason All-SWAC
#76 OL Antondre Smith
 2nd Team Preseason All- SWAC
#78 OL Mark Evans
 1st Team Preseason All- SWAC
 1st Team BOXTOROW Preseason All-American

Spring 2021  HONORS (RETURNING PLAYERS)
HC Doc Gambleseason
 SWAC & BOXTOROW HBCU Nat. COY
UAPB Football 
 Named Stats FCS National Team Of The
 Week

3 WR Josh Wilkes
 2nd Team Postseason All-SWAC
 
#4 LB Kolby Watts
 2nd Team Postseason All-SWAC
#7 WR/PR/KR Tyrin Ralph
 1st Team Postseason All-SWAC (RS)
 1st Team FCS All American
 1st Team BOXTOROW Preseason All-American (RS)
 
#11 QB Skyler Perry
 2nd Team Postseason All-SWAC
# 21 FS Jalon ThigPen
 1st Team Postseason All-SWAC 
#53 LB Isaac Peppers
 2nd Team Postseason All-SWAC
#70 OL Noah Hayes 
 2nd Team Preseason All-SWAC
 
#78 OL Mark Evans
 1st Team Postseason All-SWAC
 1st Team BOXTOROW Post All-American

WHO'S WHERE? UAPB COACHES ON GAMEDAY
On The FieldHC Doc GambleQB  Kendric NordOL Bill NickellRB  Larry WarnerS  AAiron SavageLB Deion Roberson 
In Coaches BoothOC  Don TreadwellTE  Spencer Treadwell
DC  Jonathan Bradley
CB  Jackie Cooper

• FCS RANKINGS  The Golden Lions ranks first in FCS in block punts (4)
• Ranks first in FCS in blocked kicks (5)
• Tied for first in FCS block punts allowed (0)
• Paul Reeves tied for third in the FCS in block kicks (3)
• Tied for second in FCS in defensive TDs (3)
• Tied for sixth in FCS in team stats (13) and ninth in sacks average per game (3.25)
• LB Monroe Beard tied for 30th in the FCS in sacks (4.0)
• Ranks 26th  in FCS in punt returns, averaging 10.93 ypg 
• Dejuan Miller ranks 11th in the FCS in punt return average (14.1) 

• Protecting The Pocket With three returning starters, All-Confernce offensive 
linemen (Evans, Hayes, Smith) from last year frontline that yielded only four 
sacks last spring, remains in the top spot in the confernce this fall with four sacks 
allowed in their last five games. 

• Recruting the State: The Golden Lions have a total of 18 in-state student-athletes 
on the current roster. 

• Breakout Debut:  In the last three games, redshirt freshman Xzavier Vaughn came 
in the game in the second half and found his way into the endzone.  Vaughn threw 
for a 115 yards and one touchdown against Prairie View A&M, against Alabama St. 
threw for 156 yards and two touchdowns, and rushed for a 13 yards touchdown 
against Southern U. 

• 2021 UAPB DEFENSIVE NOTES The Golden Lions ranks second in the SWAC in 
Sacks Against (7).  Led by LB Monroe Beard III who ranks sixth in the conference in 
sacks with (4) and ranks fifth in the conference with 41 tackles.   

• DB Preseason All-Conference select Jalon Thigpen ranks fourth in the conference 
in average tackles per game (7.4) and 11th overall in tackles with (37).

• Freshman Andre Fuller tied for second in the conference in interceptions (2) and 
one return for a touchdown 

• Getting Home: The Golden Lions have made at least one sack in 25 of the last 28 
games dating to 2018.  In the last five games the Golden Lions managed a total of 
13 sacks. 

• Take, Take, and Take Again After leading the conference in interceptions in the 
spring of 2021, the Golden Lions ranks seventh in the conference this season with 
five interceptions in six games and two return for a touchdown.  

• Double The Picks, Double The Fun: After making only five interceptions in 2018, 
the defense had a stretch in 2019 with a stretch of at least one pick in eight 
straight games.  In spring 2021, UAPB had made 15 takeaways (8 INTS, 7 FR) and 
have forced 30 turnovers in the last 12 games. In the fall of 2021, the Golden Lions 
already in the lineup with (5INT, 4FF). The defense has forced 54 takeaways in the 
last 26 games (28 INT / 26 FR).

• 2021 UAPB SPECIAL TEAMS NOTES UAPB ranks fifth in the conference in field 
goals with a strong range (7-10) in Field Goals.  On the defensive side, the Golden 
Lions ranks second in the FCS with four block punts in five games.   

• The Golden Lions return team ranks fourth in the conference in punt returns, 
averaging (11.7) ypg game and 29th in the FCS in punt return, averaging (10.72) 
ypg.

• Preseason FCS All American Tyrin Ralph has missed the last three-games due to 
injury.

2021 Arkansas At Pine Bluff Football Notes
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Fall 2021 Southwestern Athletic Conference Standings
Western Division

   SWAC    Overall
  W     L      Pct.      PF      PA          W      L      Pct.     PF      PA
Prairie View A&M 4 0 1.000 68 65 5 1 .833 68 65
Alcorn St. 3 0 1.000 141 99 4 2 .667 87 56
Southern U.   2 1 .667 154 84 3 3 .500 98 66
Grambling St.  2 2 .500 72 88 3 4 .429 76 96
Texas Southern  1 2 .333 75 890 1 4 .200 66 147
Golden Lions  0 3 .000 44 71 1 5 .167 44 71

Eastern Division
  W     L         Pct.    PF      PA         W      L       Pct.    PF     PA
Jackson St. 3 0 1.000 82 55 5 1 .833 187 70
Florida A&M 2 1 .667 110 99 4 2 .667 96 45
Alabama St. 2 2 .500 161 122 3 3 .500 88 56
Mississippi Valley St.  1 2 .333 120 85 2 4 .333 97 58 
Alabama A&M 1 3 .250 43 109 3 3 .500 165 86
Bethune-Cookman 0 4 .000 27 12 0 7 .000 78 124

2021 SWAC Fall Football Schedule

WEEK 7 - Saturday, October 23

Golden Lions @ Arkansas 11 a.m. (Little Rock, AR) (SEC Network)
Bethune Cookman @ Jackson St. 1 p.m. 
Florida A&M @ Mississippi Valley St. 3 p.m.  (Rattlers Sports Network) 
Prairie View A&M @ Southern U. 6 p.m. (ESPN+)
Alcorn St. @ Texas Southern 7 p.m. (ATT Sports Network)

NEW FACES ON COACHING STAFF 
There are five new faces on the UAPB football staff.

Kendrick Nord was named quarterbacks coach after spending the previous seasons as 
quarterback coach at Grambling St.. Nord brings more than 15 years of coaching experience 
in the collegiate and NFL ranks.
 
Secondary coach AAiron Savage comes to Golden Lion Nation aftseasons from Georgia St.  
He brings a strong background in coaching and recruitng.  Savage is a coached at Auburn 
and Georgia St. 

Tight End Coach Spencer Treadwell is a student of the game, Treadwell comes to UAPB from 
Walsh University and coach TE/WR

Wallace, a two-time collegiate All-American, and sharp, young defensive mind, joined the 
Golden Lions as a graduate assistant on the defensive side of the ball.

Burrell, a two-year letterman from Brooklyn, New York (2018-2019), played right tackle for 
the Golden Lions.  Burrell started nine games in 2019, helping the program post its first 
winning season since 2012...offense ranked third in SWAC with 448.1 yards per game...
helped to produce back-to-back 1,000 rushing seasons for RB Taeyler Porter for only the 
third time in program history.

Burrell will assist on the offensive side of the ball as a graduate assistant for the Golden Lions.

MATCHUPS WITH ARKANSAS, CENTRAL ARKANSAS HIGHLIGHT  
2021 FALL FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 

The University of Arkansas At Pine Bluff announced its 2021 fall football schedule  highlighted 
by seven games in the state of Arkansas. 

The fall schedule is also noted by the expansion of the Southwestern Athletic Conference 
to 12 member institutions, as Florida A&M and Bethune-Cookman officially join the league 
on July 1, leading to the realignment of the Western and Eastern Divisions. Both FAMU and 
B-CU will be in the East, with Alcorn State moving to the West.

UAPB opened the schedule on Sept. 4 hosting Lane in one of five games to be played at 
Simmons Bank Field. Following an open date, the Golden Lions will play at Central Arkansas 
in Conway on Sept. 18. September 25 will see UAPB open conference play hosting Alcorn 
State in a newly formed Western Division matchup.

The Golden Lions will then open October with road games at Prairie View A&M (Oct. 2) and 
at Alabama State (Oct. 9). The Fall 2021 Homecoming Game will be held on Oct. 16 as UAPB 
will host Southern at Simmons Bank Field. UAPB will then face Arkansas for the first time 
on the gridiron on Oct. 23, with the game to be played at War Memorial Stadium in Little 
Rock. The Golden Lions will then travel to Texas Southern on Oct. 30 to close out the month.

UAPB will then play back-to-back home games to open November, hosting Grambling on 
Nov. 6 before hosting Florida A&M on Nov. 13. The Golden Lions will conclude the regular 
season at Alabama A&M Nov. 20.

The Cricket Wireless SWAC Football Championship is scheduled for Dec. 4.

2021 UAPB Fall Schedule
SEPTEMBER

 4   LANE    W 34-16
 18   at Central Arkansas (ESPNU)  L 45-23
 25   ALCORN*   L-39-38

OCTOBER
 2   at Prairie View A&M*(ESPNU)  L- 27-17
 9   at Alabama St.*   L- 35-15
 16   SOUTHERN (HC) (ESPN+)  L-34-7
 23   vs. Arkansas (Little Rock) (SECN)  TBA
 30   at Texas Southern   2 PM

NOVEMBER
 6   GRAMBLING* (ESPN+)  2 PM
 13   FLORIDA A&M* (ESPN+)  2 PM
 20   at Alabama A&M*   1 PM

DECEMBER
 4   SWAC Championship  TBA 

 *denotes conference games; home games in BOLD



2021 Arkansas At Pine Bluff Football Notes

In addition to being SWAC Western Division Champions on the gridiron, 
UAPB football is also doing work in the classroom.

The department owned a 3.11 term grade point average this spring, and 
UAPB student-athletes currently hold a cumulative GPA of 3.21.  A total 
of 191 (68%) of the student-athletes earned above a 3.0 GPA or better, 
and nine student-athletes posted a perfect 4.0 GPA for the year.  UAPB 
athletics stands as one of the top departments in the conference, with an 
83% graduation success rate.

Football had over 42 student-athletes with a 3.0 or better: 

Football (42)
3.0 or better: Timon Akins, Omar Allen Jr., Marcus Askew, Torrence Bardell, 
Monroe Beard, Jason Bobo, Alex Bonne, Solomon Brooks, Christian Brown, 
Daryl Carter, Kendareius Clark, Deontae Cooper, Raschad Dacosta, Mark 
Evans II, Jamaal Foote, Andre Fuller, Javonn Gray, Noah Hayes, Taylor 
Holston, Jordan Johnson, Keyvien Johnson, Christopher Kilpatrick, Jalil 
Lenrore, Calvin Lester, Jordan Mack, Terrill McCray, Dejuan Miller, Xavier 
Mitchell, Isaac Peppers, Devin Pitts, Zack Piwniczka, Paul Reeves, Malik 
Rencher, Thomas Reny, Christopher Robinson Jr., Athan Smith, Tyler Smith, 
Arvin Tiango, Xavier Vaughn, Zachary Webb, Ryan Woods
GPA 4.00: Tyrin Ralph
                                

Academic Lions
The Golden Lion volleyball, men's golf, and football teams were recognized 
earlier this year  by the Arkansas State Legislature for tremendous spring 
seasons.

UAPB Volleyball and football program advanced to the SWAC Championship  in the 
same exact season for the first time in program history. The Lady Lions finished third 
in the regular season and defeated Alcorn and #1 seed  Prairie View A&M to advance 
to the finals against Jackson St.  The Lady Tigers was declared the league champion 
as Covid-19 protocols prevented the final match from being played.

UAPB Men's Golf posted its highest finish in program history with a third-place 
showing in the SWAC Championship. Head coach Roger Totten was named as the 
SWAC Coach of the Year for the second time in three years.

UAPB Football won the SWAC Western Division championship and advanced to the 
league's title game for the first time since 2012.

Community Lions

Legislative Lions

TALE OF THE TAPE

22.33...........................................Points ........................................... 31.0
32.67....................................Points Allowed .................................... 26.4 
101.......................................1st Downs/Gm ..................................... 162 
126.5  .................................... Rush Off/Gm ................................... 243.0 
197.50  ..................................Pass Off / Gm ................................... 216.7 
324.0..................................... Total Offense ................................... 459.7 
26:11 ............................... Time of Possession ..............................30:01
117  ..............................1st Downs / Gm Allowed ............................. 125 
159.0  ...................................Rush Def / Gm .................................. 174.9 
254.50  ................................. Pass Def / Gm .................................. 175.4 
413.50  ..................................Total Defense ................................... 350.3 
21.18/ 0 TD ...................... Kickoff Return Avg. ....................... 22.4/ 0TD 
11.67/ 0 TD  ....................... Punt Return Avg. .......................... 3.9 / 0TD
34.60  ................................. Net Punting Avg. .................................. 36.3 
20/76 (26.32%)  ..................3rd Down Conv. ....................38-95 (40.0%) 
39/93 (41.94%)  ...........3rd Down Conv. Allowed .............30-96 (31.0%) 
5/14 (35.71%)  ....................4th Down Conv. ........................4-9 (44.0%) 
3/8 (37.50%)  ...............4th Down Conv. Allowed .................. 9-14(64%) 
60.00  .................................. Penalty yds/gm ................................... 68.9 
15-93  .......................................Sacks By .......................................10-51 
7-55  .................................... Sacks Allowed ..................................12-77 
5-90/7-63  ....................... INT By / INTs Thrown ............. 5-85/3-9 (0 TD)
11-8/6-3 .......................... Fum Gain / Fum Lost ........................ 12-2/6-1
................................................................................................................



2021 UAPB Fall Football Game Summaries

CONWAY, AR – The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff football team came up short against 
the Central Arkansas Bears with the final score of (45-23), Saturday night at Estes Stadium.
 
Looking to pick up where they left off and make the progression from their season opener, the 
Golden Lions had one goal in mind: to defeat UCA.
However, UAPB could not get an early start on the defensive end, but the offense would get 
things going, attacking and finding the gaps against the Bears.
UCA jumped out to a (21-0) lead before UAPB responded with a 29-yard field goal from Zack 
Piwniczka to put the score at (21-3) with less than four minutes in the first half.
A 30-minute lightning delay then took place, allowing the Golden Lions to go in the locker 
room and make adjustments. With 2:26 left to go, RB Kierre Crossley would make a seven-
yard run to get into the endzone for the Golden Lions and finishing the first half down (28-9).
 
Crossley, a transfer from UCA, knew the Central Arkansas matchup would be vicious, but he 
managed to stay in his zone, playing on his old turf. "When you execute, you can make anything 
happen, and I just wanted to make sure we kept the momentum going," said Crossley about 
playing on his old turf.
Second-year UAPB head coach Doc Gamble understood what needed to be done in the 
second half to succeed against Central Arkansas. "We knew we had a way to go and minimize 
the mistakes and missed assignments," said Gamble about his halftime speech to his team.
UAPB out rushed UCA on the ground attack 135-127. Crossley leads all rushers with seven 
carries for 82 yards and two touchdowns.
On the receiving end, WR Dejuan Miller finished the night with four catches for 71 yards, 
followed by WR Josh Wilkes with three catches for 69 yards.     
On the defensive side, All-Conference FS Jalon Thigpen finished the night with 12 tackles and 
two breakups, followed by LB Timon Akins with eight tackles.  
With a mindset to come back from the deficit, the Golden Lions knew it wouldn't be easy. 
Already scoring a touchdown in the first half, Crossley was not satisfied. Perry would collect 
12 rushing yards to get the football within two yards. Crossley would then convert for two 
yards for his second touchdown of the night, to cut the deficit (31-16) with a Piwniczka field 
goal to follow.
In the following play, DB Andre Fuller would intercept a UCA pass from the Bear's 49-yard line 
and return for an electrifying 49-yards into the UAPB endzone for a touchdown and cutting 
the Bear's lead to eight, (31-23).
 
UAPB tried to rally back before, UCA scored two fourth-quarter touchdowns, allowing Central 
Arkansas to seal the victory with a final score of (45-23).

UAPB 34   Lane  16 - Sept. 4, 2021

UCA 45   UAPB 23 - Sept. 18, 2021

UAPB vs Lane Box Score

UAPB vs UCA Box Score

PINE BLUFF, AR - With a dominant spring season and finally able to touch the fall gridiron since 
2019, the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff football team finished their 2021 season debut 
with a victory over the Lane College Dragons with a final score of 34 – 16, Saturday night at 
Simmons Bank Field. 
After the heartbreaker from the spring 2021 SWAC Championship, the Golden Lions had 
something to prove. Straight from the gate, UAPB football was aggressive and put their foot 
on the gas against Lane College. 
Running back Kierre Crossley was very aggressive early in the game for the Golden Lions, 
picking up a quick but hard-earned 20 rushing yards, earning the first touchdown of the 2021 
season for UAPB after transferring from Central Arkansas to continue his legacy as a Golden 
Lion.  
There's a famous saying that defense wins games in which Golden Lion defense was in full 
effect tonight.  
Later in the first quarter, Lane would lose two yards, followed by a fumble forced by DE Kailon 
Davis, which he would recover the football to return for a touchdown to give the Golden Lions 
a 14-0 lead to finish the first quarter. 
Quarterback Skyler Perry would get things going in the second quarter after allowing the 
defense to take charge in the first. Gaining an easy 22 passing yards to his fellow New Orleanian 
and Kent St. transfer WR Trey Harrell for a first down, he would connect again with Harrell for 
an additional 13 yards for another first down at the Lane ten-yard line. Recognizing his mission, 
Perry would find WR Daemon Dawkins in the gap to pick up ten more passing yards and a 
Dawkins touchdown to give the Golden Lions a 21-3 lead. 
The Golden Lions would however run into difficulties returning the ball in their next possession. 
Kicker Zack Piwniczka was spot on all contests for UAPB, however. His 23-yard field goal attempt 
gave the Golden Lions a 24-3 over Lane College. 
Piwniczka went five-for-five on field goal attempts, kicking a perfect game.  
However, a couple of defensive errors would cause two Lane touchdowns, bringing the 
halftime score to 24-16. 
After another Piwniczka kick that would put the Golden Lions at 27 points in the third quarter, 
UAPB relaxed a little and let their foot off the gas for a while before allowing the third quarter 
clock to expire. 
A fourth-quarter touchdown by RB Kayvon Britten for 28 rushing yards would seal the Golden 
Lion victory with a final score of 34 – 16 over Lane College. 
Second-year UAPB head coach Doc Gamble was highly confident going into the season opener 
for the Golden Lions. "Winning is tough but is always fun to do," said Gamble about his team 
objective for the season debut against Lane. 
Vital elements such as DB Jalon Thigpen, DB Solomon Brooks on the defensive end, and WR 
Josh Wilkes and WR Tyrin Ralph on the offensive end would rest and prepare mentally for their 
next matchup. Their enthusiastic energy on the sideline was not absent as it would reflect on 
the field in the Golden Lion victory.



PINE BLUFF, AR.- The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff football took a heartbreaking loss 
against the visiting Alcorn State Braves with a final score of 39 – 38 on Thursday night at 
Simmons Bank Field.
 
After taking a loss to Central Arkansas, the Golden Lions looked to redeem themselves against 
Alcorn State.
 
Wasting no time, UAPB would quickly find their groove early in the game. QB Skyler Perry would 
start throwing long, seeing WR Josh Wilkes for 26 yards at the Alcorn State ten-yard line. Losing 
two yards, RB Kierre Crossley would then rush for an easy 12 yards for a Golden Lion touchdown 
in the first two minutes of play.
 
Crossley led the Golden Lions in rushing yards, finishing with 62 yards.
 
Less than 30 seconds later, DL Zion Farmer would intercept Alcorn State QB Felix Harper's pass 
for a 32-yard interception return followed by a Zack Piwniczka field goal to jump out to (17 – 0) 
lead over Alcorn State in the first eight minutes of gameplay.
 
Alcorn State reacted with a touchdown to give UAPB some competition which the Golden Lions 
responded to with a beautiful 35-yard pass from Perry to find WR Josh Wilkes in the end-zone 
following another field goal from Piwniczka to open the Golden Lion lead (26 – 7) over the 
Braves to end the first half.
 
Wilkes went on to lead in receiving yards with 85 yards, with six crucial catches.
 
The Golden Lions would not let up with a mission to seal the victory in the second half over 
Alcorn State. 
 
Forcing the Braves to a fourth-down causing them to punt, LB Isaiah Singleton blocked the punt, 
and DB Tyquan Fleming would recover and pick up a 13-yard punt return to keep the Golden 
Lions in the lead to keep the lead over Alcorn State at the end of the third quarter, (32 – 26).
 
DB Jalon Thigpen led the Golden Lions on the defensive end with eight punishing tackles.
 
Going into the fourth quarter, Perry locked his target on WR Daemo Dawkins for 64 yards at the 
Alcorn State two-yard line. Crossley capped the play for the Golden Lions, fulfilling two yards for 
a touchdown to bring the score to (38 – 33). 
 
However, defensive breakdowns lead Alcorn State to score two touchdowns in the fourth 
quarter to defeat the Golden Lions with a heartbreak for a final score of (39 – 38).
 
Second-year UAPB head coach Doc Gamble was upset with the loss and took responsibility. "We 
turned the ball over too many times offensively when we could've put the game away early," 
said Gamble about the offense.

2021 UAPB Fall Football Game Summaries
Alcorn St. 39  UAPB  38 - Sept. 23, 2021 UAPB vs Alcorn St. Box Score

Alabama St. 35  UAPB 15 Oct. 9, 2021 UAPB vs Alabam St. Box Score
MONTGOMERY, AL – The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff football team took a loss from Alabama State 
with a final score of (35 – 15) on Saturday night at ASU Stadium.
 
UAPB out-rushed Alabama State in rushing yards for 163-yards, gaining 44-yards more than ASU. RB 
Kayvon Britten led the Golden Lions in rushing yards, gaining 57-yards through 11 carries.
WR Dalyn Hill led in receiving yards for Arkansas-Pine Bluff with 109-yards through three receptions, 
including a long 70-yard pass for a touchdown.
QB Xzavier Vaughn went 6/9 on passing, picking up 156 passing yards under his belt, including two 
impressive touchdowns for Arkansas-Pine Bluff.
On the defensive side of the ball, LB Isaac Peppers led the Golden Lions in tackles, finishing the game with 
eight tackles, followed by DB Jalon Thigpen, DB Andre Fuller, and LB Monroe Beard III, who each had seven 
tackles apiece.
After being down (14 – 0) in the first half and going scoreless, UAPB had some work to get done in the 
second half. All the Golden Lions needed to see was a set of points on the board to get things going.
With 8:11 left to go in the third quarter, kicker Zack Piwniczka would attempt a field goal from the 28-yard 
line, in which his attempt was successful to get the Golden Lions on the board to bring the score to (14 – 3).
After studying the Alabama State defense on the sideline, QB Xzavier Vaughn got his chance to produce for 
the Golden Lions in the fourth quarter. 
Earning a first down at the Alabama State 16-yard line, Vaughn played with patience against the Alabama 
State defense, attacking the gap and keeping his head up, which allowed him to find WR Daemon Dawkins 
for 16 passing yards in the Alabama State endzone, earning the Golden Lions' first touchdown of the 
contest to bring the score to (28 – 9).
Five minutes later into the fourth quarter, Vaughn made his presence known to the Alabama State defense 
as an offensive threat and that they would have to sack him to stop him. 
With 4:10 remaining in the game, Vaughn would remain calm under pressure and got the ball out of his 
hands before being hit by two Hornet jerseys, finding WR Dalyn Hill, who mossed two ASU players for 
the catch. Hill came down with the ball and hit a juke move immediately after to find a clear path to the 
Alabama State endzone before faking another ASU defender to score a touchdown and bring the score 
to (28 – 15).
"When the next man is up, there is no drop-off, and with me studying the defense from the sidelines, I 
know what's going on," said Vaughn about reading the Alabama State defense.
UAPB would try to capitalize on their next drive to close the deficit more, but it was too late. The clock 
would run out, resulting in the Golden Lions falling to Alabama State with a final score of (35 – 15).
"We're not playing clean football on offense, so we have to get some overdue things fixed," said second-
year UAPB head coach about not being able to capitalize in the red zone.
UAPB would try to capitalize on their next drive to close the deficit more, but it was too late. The clock 
would run out, resulting in the Golden Lions falling to Alabama State with a final score of (35 – 15).

"We're not playing clean football on offense, so we have to get some overdue things fixed," said second-
year UAPB head coach about not being able to capitalize in the red zone.

Quickie Statistics (Final)
Arkansas Pine Bluff vs Alabama State (Oct 09, 2021 at Montgomery, Ala.)

UAPB ALST
Score 15 35
FIRST DOWNS 20 21
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 29-139 37-71
PASSING YDS (NET) 199 292
Passes Att-Comp-Int 34-13-1 28-20-1
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 63-338 65-363
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 1-12
Punt Returns-Yards 1-13 3-27
Kickoff Returns-Yards 5-125 3-67
Interception Returns-Yards 1-5 1-0
Punts (Number-Avg) 4-36.0 6-39.3
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards 6-60 15-171
Possession Time 23:44 36:26
Third-Down Conversions 2 of 12 7 of 16
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of 3 0 of 1
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 2-3 1-2

Arkansas Pine Bluff Alabama State
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
 Britten, Kayvo 11 57 4 53 0 20 4.8
 Perry, Skyler 7 53 11 42 0 24 6.0
 Crossley, Kier 9 44 9 35 0 23 3.9
 Vaughn, Xzavie 1 9 0 9 0 9 9.0

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Gray, Ezra 8 55 2 53 0 22 6.6
Merritt, Jacory 16 52 7 45 0 14 2.8
Crawley, Myles 6 12 8 4 0 8 0.7
Daniels, Jared 1 0 1 -1 0 0 -1.0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
 Perry, Skyler 7-25-1 43 0 13 2
 Vaughn, Xzavie 6-9-0 156 2 70 0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
Crawley, Myles 20-28-1 292 4 51 0

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
 Miller, Dejuan 4 46 0 20
 Hill, Dalyn 3 109 1 70
Wilkes, Josh 2 24 0 20
 Dawkins, Daemo 2 13 1 16

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Hixon, Jeremiah 6 112 2 51
Diop, Abdou 3 36 0 26
Corker, Wallace 3 20 0 9
Jones, Keron 2 45 0 40

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
 Sanchez, Josh 4 144 36.0 37 0 1

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Grace, Aubrey 6 236 39.3 56 3 1

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long
 Miller, Dejuan 1 13 0 13

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long
McMinn, Robert 3 27 0 16

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long
 Fleming, Tyqua 4 113 0 60
 Britten, Kayvo 1 12 0 12

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long
Gray, Ezra 2 30 0 19
Isaac, Keenan 1 37 1 37

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
 Peppers, Isaac 4-4 8 0.0 2.0
 Fuller, Andre 6-1 7 0.0 0.0
 Beard III, Mon 4-3 7 0.0 0.0
Thigpen, Jalon 4-3 7 0.0 2.0

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Davis, Irshaad 4-5 9 1.0 3.0
Terry, Nicholas 2-4 6 0.0 1.0
Cunningham, D. 4-0 4 0.0 0.0
Howard, Jake 1-3 4 0.0 0.0

Qtr Time Scoring Play V-H
1st 09:11 ALST - Hixon, Jeremiah 18 yd pass from Crawley, Myles (Diaconu, C. kick), 1-30 0:06 0 - 7
2nd 04:46 ALST - Hixon, Jeremiah 51 yd pass from Crawley, Myles (Diaconu, C. kick), 9-76 4:16 0 - 14
3rd 08:11 UAPB -  Piwniczka, Zac 28 yd field goal, 9-69 3:08 3 - 14

02:42 ALST - Gray, Ezra 43 yd pass from Crawley, Myles (Diaconu, C. kick), 9-85 5:12 3 - 21
4th 11:15 ALST - Mayes, E'Shawn 23 yd pass from Crawley, Myles (Diaconu, C. kick), 4-52 2:17 3 - 28

09:58 UAPB -  Dawkins, Daemo 16 yd pass from  Vaughn, Xzavie ( Vaughn, Xzavie pass failed), 3-57 1:08 9 - 28
04:10 UAPB -  Hill, Dalyn 70 yd pass from  Vaughn, Xzavie ( Vaughn, Xzavie rush failed), 1-70 0:14 15 - 28
04:20 ALST - Isaac, Keenan 37 yd kickoff return (Diaconu, C. kick) 15 - 35



Southern U. 34   UAPB 7 - Oct. 16, 2021 Southern U.  vs UAPB Box Score
Quickie Statistics (Final)

SOUTHE~1 vs Arkansas Pine Bluff (Oct 16, 2021 at Pine Bluff, Arkansas)

SOUTHE~1 UAPB
Score 34 7
FIRST DOWNS 12 14
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 38-304 33-65
PASSING YDS (NET) 69 142
Passes Att-Comp-Int 17-10-0 27-15-4
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 55-373 60-207
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0
Punt Returns-Yards 2-6 4-40
Kickoff Returns-Yards 0-0 5-69
Interception Returns-Yards 4-36 0-0
Punts (Number-Avg) 6-31.2 6-44.2
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 1-1
Penalties-Yards 8-54 2-18
Possession Time 31:14 28:46
Third-Down Conversions 4 of 14 3 of 12
Fourth-Down Conversions 1 of 1 2 of 3
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 2-2 1-4

SOUTHE~1 Arkansas Pine Bluff
Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
Dillion, Kobe 14 268 1 267 3 75 19.1
Nelson, Craig 10 43 7 36 0 22 3.6
Hinton, Brandon 5 10 4 6 0 3 1.2
Skelton, Ladari 2 4 0 4 0 3 2.0

Rushing No. Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg
 Crossley, Kier 14 40 5 35 0 15 2.5
 Miller, Dejuan 2 17 0 17 0 15 8.5
 Britten, Kayvo 2 11 0 11 0 7 5.5
 Dawkins, Daemo 1 4 0 4 0 4 4.0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
McDaniel, Glend 9-15-0 58 0 18 2
Skelton, Ladari 1-2-0 11 1 11 0

Passing C-A-I Yds TD Long Sack
 Vaughn, Xzavie 11-21-2 87 0 28 2
 Perry, Skyler 4-5-1 55 0 33 1

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
Washington, Jam 4 19 1 11
Whitfield, Chan 2 23 0 18
McClain, Marqui 1 13 0 13
O'Connor, Travi 1 9 0 9

Receiving No. Yards TD Long
 Hill, Dalyn 3 44 0 28
Harrell, Trey 3 20 0 9
Wilkes, Josh 3 18 0 12
 Dawkins, Daemo 2 40 0 33

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
Fontenot, Marte 5 187 37.4 40 0 0
TEAM 1 0 0.0 0 0 0

Punting No. Yds Avg Long In20 TB
 Sanchez, Josh 6 265 44.2 68 1 2

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long
Whitfield, Chan 2 6 0 13

Punt Returns No. Yards TD Long
 Miller, Dejuan 3 37 0 25
 Reeves, Paul 1 3 0 0

Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long Kick Returns No. Yards TD Long
 Fleming, Tyqua 3 48 0 19
 Britten, Kayvo 2 21 0 15

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
Anderson, Ray 4-1 5 2.0 2.0
Jones, Jakobi 3-1 4 0.0 0.0
Eastling, Jorda 3-1 4 0.0 0.0
Foster, Chase 3-1 4 0.0 0.0

Tackles UA-A Total Sacks TFL
 Bentley, Stanl 3-4 7 0.0 1.0
Thigpen, Jalon 1-5 6 0.0 0.5
 Seward, Nathan 4-1 5 0.0 0.0
Watts, Kolby 2-3 5 0.0 0.5

Qtr Time Scoring Play V-H
1st 13:46 SOUTHE~1 - Dillion, Kobe 40 yd run (Jackson, Luke kick), 2-35 0:15 7 - 0
2nd 10:45 SOUTHE~1 - Dillion, Kobe 45 yd run (Jackson, Luke kick), 7-80 3:27 14 - 0

09:09 SOUTHE~1 - Washington, Jam 11 yd pass from Skelton, Ladari (Jackson, Luke kick), 3-26 1:28 21 - 0
3rd 14:48 SOUTHE~1 - Dillion, Kobe 75 yd run (Jackson, Luke kick), 1-75 0:12 28 - 0

01:00 SOUTHE~1 - Jackson, Luke 25 yd field goal, 9-72 3:27 31 - 0
4th 14:53 SOUTHE~1 - Jackson, Luke 37 yd field goal, 4--4 0:47 34 - 0

01:54 UAPB -  Vaughn, Xzavie 13 yd run ( Piwniczka, Zac kick), 10-70 3:30 34 - 7

PINE BLUFF, AR – The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff football team lost to the Southern 
University Jaguars for their homecoming game with a final score of (34 – 7) on Saturday evening 
at Simmons Bank Field.
 
RB Kierre Crossley led the Golden Lions in rushing yards, rushing for 40-yards through 14 carries.
WR Dalyn Hill picked up 44 receiving yards with a total of three receptions for Arkansas-Pine 
Bluff.
DB Jalon Thigpen picked up six tackles on the defensive end, preventing multiple Jaguar 
possessions from progressing up the field.
After going scoreless in the first half and trailing Southern (21 – 0), the Golden Lions had to 
construct a gameplan on making a comeback in the second half against the Jaguars.
The Golden Lions made their way into the red zone multiple times throughout the matchup but 
could not capitalize on the opportunities. "We have to find out what we can do best in the red 
zone, rather that's throwing the ball well or running the ball well," said UAPB head coach Doc 
Gamble about what needs to be done to take advantage of their opportunities in the red zone.
Arkansas-Pine Bluff went on a six-play drive midway through the third quarter, starting on the 
UAPB 38-yard line and would progress for 46-yards, but was forced to kick a field goal to avoid 
a Golden Lion turnover but could not convert. UAPB out-passed Southern in the third quarter, 
picking up 63-yards to Southern's 33-yards but still went scoreless in the third quarter ending 
with a score of (31 – 0).
In the fourth quarter, the Golden Lions would examine all angles to get on the board.
With three minutes left in the quarter, Arkansas-Pine Bluff went on a 70-yard drive through 
ten plays, making it the longest drive of the contest for both teams. Vaughn would throw a 
28-yard pass to WR Dalyn Hill to pick up a Golden Lion first-down. Vaughn would then use his 
speed after the snap, rushing into the Southern endzone for 13-yards and a touchdown, putting 
UAPB's first points on the board.
Kicker Zack Piwniczka's field goal attempt following Vaughn's touchdown would be good to 
bring the score to (34 – 7) at the end of regulation.

"I told the guys that we have to look in the mirror at ourselves and take care of us first," said 
Gamble about their preparation for SEC-ranked powerhouse, Arkansas.


