BATTING CHAMP RANDY BOBB

It was a year of inconsistencies. Norm
DeBriyn’s Arkansas Razorbacks exhibited their
usual competence by qualifying for the
Southwest Conference and NCAA post-
season tournaments but the Hogs managed to
sweep only one league series and finished the
season on a disappointing five-game losing
streak.

Arkansas was the darling of the pre-season,
tabbed by the media as the league favorite to
unseat the Texas l.onghorns from the top spot
in the SWC standings. The Razorbacks entered
the season ranked fourth by Baseball America
and ninth by Collegiate Baseball. Things were
going along nicely as the Flogs raced to a 10-2
record and were able to swell that mark to 21-6
with a conference opening victory over Texas
ASM.

Then came the Mr. Hyde side of this 39-win
tale.

Arkansas lost two of three to Texas A&M
in Fayetteville, followed by another 1-2
weekend at the hands of Houston at Houston.
The fact the two losses to the Cougars came
in extra innings didn’t help matters at all.

Bouncing back with two league victories at
home against Texas Tech gave the Razorbacks
some momentum buat it was a thrilling 6-5 road
win over No. l-ranked Oklahoma State on
April 11 that turned on the juice for Arkan-
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A LOOK BACK

The Ragorbacks took a
rollercoaster ride through the
1988 season and finished with
another trip to the NCAA:s.

sas. The Hogs scored a single run in the top
of the ninth and an ESPN national audience
witnessed a 6-5 Arkansas victory in what was
only the second loss for the Cowboys in 31
games on the season.

TCU invaded George Cole Field next and
the Razorbacks managed to keep their heads
above water with two wins in three tries. A
trip to Baylor produced the same outcome and
the Hogs stood at 31-15 and 8-9 in league play
with a trip to Austin, Texas, up next.

The Razorbacks, behind the pitching of Mike
Oquist, handed Texas a four-hit shutout to
take a 5-0 victory. The Longhorns rebounded,
however, and finished the series with two wins.
Arkansas earned its only league sweep in its
fina} series of the season, a homestand with
Rice.

Arkansas qualified for the SWC tourney for
a record-setting 12th time but proved to be
an unhappy host to the tournament. The
Razorbacks could not repeat the magical season
of 1985 and were eliminated in two games.

The Razorbacks, 39-21, on the year with a
tough schedule and a solid tradition, earned
the school’s eighth trip to the NCAA Playoffs.
It was a return trip to Stillwater, Okla., for the
Midwest Regionals. Arkansas dropped deci-
sions to Loyola-Marymount and to OSU to
finish the season 39-23.
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