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UNC ASHEVILLE
Game 13 at #10 Arkansas
December 20, 2022 @ 9 PM 
Fayetteville, Arkansas  
Bud Walton Arena

BULLDOG BASKETBALL  |  7 Big South Regular Season Titles | 5 Big South Tournament Titles  

 2022-23 GAME NOTES | Contact: Andy Fisher   Phone: (320) 583-3658   Email: afisher3@unca.edu

2022-23 SCHEDULE  8-4, 0-0
DATE OPPONENT TIME/RESULT
NOV. 7 AT UCF W - 98-95 (2OT)
NOV. 12 BREVARD W - 94-46 
NOV. 18 VS. TEXAS A&M COMMERCE W - 72-64
NOV. 19 VS. EASTERN KENTUCKY L - 77-75
NOV. 20 AT GEORGIA STATE L - 74-68
NOV. 26 WESTERN CAROLINA W - 73-61
NOV. 29 AT NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL L - 79-66
DEC. 3 UT MARTIN W - 90-83
DEC. 7 WARREN WILSON W - 122-70
DEC. 10 AT DAYTON L - 79-56
DEC. 13 AT SOUTH CAROLINA STATE W - 94-84
DEC. 17 AT EAST TENNESSEE STATE W - 74-73
DEC. 21 AT #10 ARKANSAS 9 PM
DEC. 29 RADFORD* 4 PM
DEC. 31 AT WINTHROP* 2 PM
JAN. 4 AT HIGH POINT* 7 PM
JAN. 7 CAMPBELL* 2 PM
JAN. 11 LONGWOOD* 6:30 PM
JAN. 14 AT GARDNER-WEBB* 2 PM
JAN. 18 AT CHARLESTON SOUTHERN* 7 PM
JAN. 21 USC UPSTATE* 2 PM
JAN. 25 PRESBYTERIAN* 6:30 PM
JAN. 28 AT CAMPBELL* 2 PM
FEB. 1 HIGH POINT* 6:30 PM
FEB. 4 AT USC UPSTATE* 3 PM
FEB. 8 WINTHROP* 6:30 PM
FEB. 11 AT PRESBYTERIAN* 2 PM
FEB. 15 AT RADFORD* 7 PM
FEB. 18 GARDNER-WEBB* 3 PM
FEB. 22 CHARLESTON SOUTHERN* 6:30 PM
FEB. 25 AT LONGWOOD* TBA

* - Big South Game

UNC ASHEVILLE BULLDOGS (8-4, 0-0 BIG SOUTH) AT #10 ARKANSAS RAZORBACKS (10-1, 0-0 SEC) - 9 PM (SEC NETWORK)

BULLDOG BITESMATCHUP

UNC
ASHEVILLE

ARKANSAS

2022-23 Record
8-4, 0-0 Big South

Last Game
at ETSU

W - 74-73
Johnson City, Tenn. 

Head Coach
Mike Morrell

Milligan (2005)
54-72 . 5th Season 

UNC Asheville
54-72 Career Record
5th Career Season

2022-23 Record
10-1, 0-0 SEC

Last Game
vs. Bradley
W - 76-57

North Little Rock, Ark.

Head Coach
Eric Musselman
San Diego (1987)

83-29 . 4th Season
Arkansas

193-63 Career Record
8th Career Season

SERIES HISTORY
 

All-Time Record: N/A
1st Meeting: N/A
Most Recent: N/A
Streak: N/A
Last AVL Victory: N/A

#0
TRENT

STEPHNEY

#1
JAMON 
BATTLE

#3
TAJION
JONES

#4
DREW

PEMBER

#13
NICK

MCMULLEN

PPG 6.0
Reb. 2.3
Ast. 2.6
MPG 25.3
FG% .448

PPG 10.8
Reb. 5.1
FG% .596
MPG 27.0
Blks. 5

PPG 14.8
Reb. 4.9
3FG 39
MPG 33.5
3FG% .481

PPG 19.7
RPG 9.5
Blks 35
FG% .500
3FG% .422

PPG 9.6
Reb. 4.9
MPG 20.4
FG% .573
Blks. 5

BROADCAST INFO

/UNCAvlBulldogs @UNCAvlMBB @uncavlmbb www.UNCABulldogs.com

SETTING THE SCENE
The UNC Asheville men’s basketball team 
will close out its non-conference schedule 
on Wednesday with a road game at No. 10 
Arkansas. Tip-off between the Bulldogs and 

Razorbacks is set for 9 p.m. on SEC Network.

LAST TIME OUT
Asheville notched its second straight road win 

on Saturday as it defeated East Tennessee 
State by a score of 74-73. With the victory, 

the Bulldogs improved to 8-4 on the 2022-23 
season.

BIG SOUTH PLAYER OF THE WEEK 
Senior Drew Pember was named the Big 

South’s Men’s Basketball Player of the Week 
on Monday. Pember tallied a pair of dou-

ble-doubles to help Asheville defeat South 
Carolina State and East Tennessee State on 
the road. Furthermore, it marks the fifth time 

in Pember’s career that he has earned the 
Conference’s Player of the Week award.

MR. 300
With a pair of made 3-pointers on Saturday, 
Tajion Jones has now made 300 3-pointers 

in his career. Jones, who became Asheville’s 
all-time 3-point leader last Tuesday at South 
Carolina State, needs to score just 47 more 
points to move into fifth place on Asheville’s 

all-time scoring list.

Potential Starters

When referring to the UNC Asheville 
basketball team, please use UNC 

Asheville or Asheville, or AVL for short. 
Please DO NOT use UNCA or UNC-A.

PxP - Dave Neal
Color - Joe Kleine
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IT’S WHAT YOU NOTE

BULLDOG BITES

vs. 2022-23 OPPONENTS
Nonconference
ARKANSAS 0-0
BREVARD 10-0
DAYTON 0-1
EASTERN KENTUCKY 3-4
EAST TENNESSEE STATE 8-9
GEORGIA STATE 2-1
NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL 3-1
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 5-4
TEXAS A&M COMMERCE 1-0
UCF 1-1
UT-MARTIN 2-3
WARREN WILSON 3-0
WESTERN CAROLINA 25-32

Big South Conference
CAMPBELL 27-23
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 51-39
GARDNER-WEBB 21-35
HIGH POINT 34-26
LONGWOOD 15-5
PRESBYTERIAN 25-13
RADFORD 38-39
USC UPSTATE 14-8
WINTHROP 37-47

BOOST FROM BATTLE
Jamon Battle has provided a boost for the 

Bulldogs recently. Battle, who has scored in 
double figures in five straight games, set a 
new career-high on Saturday by scoring 21 
points in Saturday’s victory at ETSU. Cur-

rently, Battle ranks third on the Bulldogs in 
scoring averaging 10.8 points and is second 
in rebounding averaging 5.1 rebounds per 

contest.

ABOUT ARKANSAS
The tenth-ranked Razorbacks enter Wednes-

day’s game sporting a 10-1 record on the 
season. Arkansas, whose only loss of the 

season came in late November vs. Creighton, 
has been led this season by Ricky Council IV. 
Council is averaging a team-high 18.9 points 

per game, which ranks second in the SEC.

RARE ROAD STRETCH 
Wednesday’s game at Arkansas will close out 
a rare road stretch for the Bulldogs. Asheville 
closed out its non-conference schedule with 

four straight road games in four different 
states. Asheville has played in Ohio (Dayton), 
South Carolina (South Carolina State), Ten-
nessee (ETSU), and Wednesday’s game will 

be in Arkansas. 

POURING IN THE POINTS
Asheville’s 122-point effort in the win over 

Warren Wilson earlier this month marked its 
most points in game in over a decade. The 

last time the Bulldogs scored more was in a 
2011 game vs. Mars Hill when they netted 

126 points. Furthermore, Wednesday’s 
point total was the most points scored by a 
Big South team since Winthrop scored 127 

points in a game vs. Pfeiffer in 2019. 

PROTECT THE LEAD
A key statistic recently for Asheville is what 
the score was at the half. When the Bull-

dogs led after 20 minutes over the last two 
seasons, they have been an impressive 24-4. 
On the flip side, when it trailed or were tied at 

the break Asheville is 1-15.

TERRIFIC TANDEM
Pember & Jones lead the way for Asheville. 
Both players rank among the top 20 players 
nationally in multiple statistical categories. 

Pember is among the nation’s top 20 in free 
throws made (1st - 79) and attempted (3rd - 
94), blocks (5th - 35), blocks per game (7th 

- 2.92), defensive rebounds per game (10th - 
7.75) and total rebounds (19th - 114). Jones, 

meanwhile is among the top 20 players in 
Division I in 3-pointers made (11th), percent-
age (16th) and 3-pointers per game (19th).

2022-23 BIG SOUTH PRESEASON POLL
RK TEAM (1st-place votes) POINTS
1. LONGWOOD (16)  195
2. WINTHROP (1)  170
3. UNC ASHEVILLE (2) 159
4. GARDNER-WEBB  136
5. HIGH POINT  89
T-6. CAMPBELL (1)  88
T-6. RADFORD (1)  88
8. USC UPSTATE  86
9. PRESBYTERIAN  49
10. CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 40

STAFF CONSISTENCY
For the second time in Head Coach Mike 

Morrell’s tenure at UNC Asheville, he 
returns his entire coaching staff from the 

previous campaign. Assistant Coaches Neil 
Dixon, Woody Taylor, and Justin Levine are 

all back to help coach Asheville.

HEY I KNOW YOU...
The Bulldogs have two pairs of former high 

school teammates on their roster. First, 
Trent Stephney and Drew Pember both 

starred and helped Bearden High School 
win a State Championship, while Silas 
Mason and newcomer Nick McMullen 

both attended Ben L. Smith High School in 
Greensboro, N.C. 

VS. RANKED OPPONENTS
Asheville has never defeated a team 

ranked nationally. The Bulldogs last faced 
off against a ranked opponent in 2016 
when it fell on the road at Kansas by a 

score of 95-57. 

NON-CONFERENCE SUCCESS
Asheville has fared well in non-conference 
play in each of the last two seasons. The 
Bulldogs went 8-5 a season ago and they 

have logged a record of 8-4 so far in 2022-
23. 

PRESEASON PREDICTIONS
UNC Asheville was predicted to finish third 
in the annual Big South Preseason Poll late 
last month. The Bulldogs have been picked 
to finish the conference’s top three teams 

for three straight seasons. 

PRESEASON PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Senior Drew Pember became the first 

Bulldog since 2011-12 (Matt Dickey) to be 
named the Preseason Big South Player of 

the Year. Pember joins Dickey, Andre Smith 
(2002-03), Kevin Martin (1998-99), and 
Josh Pittman (1997-98) as Bulldogs that 

have been named the League’s Preseason 
Player of the Year. 

POSTSEASON WIN
Asheville is coming off a season where it 
notched a postseason win, its first since 
2011-12. The Bulldogs competed in the 

College Basketball Invitational in Daytona 
Beach, Florida and knocked off Stephen 
F. Austin in the first round, 80-68, before 

falling to Northern Colorado, 87-84. 

MORE BULLDOG BITES PRESEASON POLL

STATISTICAL COMPARISON

2022-23 Season AVL ARK
Scoring Average  81.8 78.9
Opp. Scoring Average  73.8 62.9
Scoring Margin  8.0 16.0
FG Percentage  .499 .492
3FG Percentage  .396 .314
FT Percentage  .677 .724
Rebounding Average  36.7 34.8
Assists Per Game  13.6 14.0
Steals Per Game  7.5 10.3
Blocks Per Game  4.7 4.7
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2022-23 BULLDOGS ROSTER

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Hometown/High School (Previous College)
0  Trent Stephney G 6-2 173 Sr. Knoxville, Tenn. / Bearden HS
1  Jamon “Doc” Battle F 6-5 207 Sr. Richmond, Va. / LC Bird HS
2  Caleb Burgess G 6-3 185 Sr. Winston-Salem, N.C. / Moravian Prep (Hofstra)
3  Tajion Jones G 6-5 210 Gr. Oak Ridge, Tenn. / Oak Ridge HS
4  Drew Pember F 6-10 212 Sr. Knoxville, Tenn. / Bearden HS (Tennessee)
5  Silas Mason F 6-7 192 Jr. Greensboro, N.C. / Ben L. Smith HS
10  Alex Caldwell G 6-0 161 Sr. Columbia, S.C. / Wilson HS (NC Central/SE Missouri St.)
11  Zaharee Maddox G 5-10 160 Fr. Mocksville, N.C. / Davie County HS
12  Fletcher Abee G 6-3 195 Jr. Morganton, N.C. / Freedom HS (The Citadel)
13  Nick McMullen F 6-8 237 Jr. Greensboro, N.C. / Ben L. Smith (Murray State)
14  Amadou Sylla F 6-10 225 Sr. Bamako, Mali / Our Savier Lutheran HS (Tennessee Tech/Iowa Western CC)
15  Dean Gabrelcik G 6-4 213 R-Fr. East Lake, Fla. / East Lake HS
21  Justin Stephens G 6-1 170 Jr. Clayton, N.C. / Corinth Holders HS (Louisburg College)
23  Davion Cunningham G 6-3 165 Fr. Huntersville, N.C. / North Mecklenburg HS
25  Ian Clinkscales-King F 6-5 225 Fr. Asheville, N.C. / Enka HS 

Head Coach: Mike Morrell
Assistant Coach: Neil Dixon
Assistant Coach: Woody Taylor
Assistant Coach: Justin Levine

Pronunciation Guide
#0 - STEFF-knee
#1 - JAY-mon (goes by Doc)
#3 - tay-JON (like dijon mustard) 
#5 - SIGH-luss
#11 - Za-har-ee
#12 - A-be
#14 - Om-ah-do Sil-uh
#15 - Guh-brell-SICK
#23 - DAY-vee-ON
HC – more-ELL 
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QUICK FACTS

Location: Asheville, N.C.
Founded: 1927
Enrollment: 3,000
Nickname: Bulldogs
School Colors: Royal Blue & White
Chancellor: Nancy J. Cable
Athletics Director: Janet R. Cone
Senior Woman Administrator: Erin Punter Spence
Faculty Athletics Representative: Jeff Wilcox
Athletic Dept. Phone: 828-251-6459
Ticket Office Phone: 828-251-6904

MEN’S BASKETBALL QUICK FACTS
Head Coach: Mike Morrell (Fifth Season)
Alma Mater: Milligan, 2005
Career Record: 54-72 (.429) 
School Record: 54-72
Big South Record: 27-37 (.422)
Big South Tournament Record: 1-3
Assistant Coaches:
Neil Dixon - West Virginia, 2006
Woody Taylor - Eckerd, 2013
Justin Levine - Ithaca, 2015
Dir. of Basketball Operations: Robby Ruffolo
Athletic Trainer: Tim White
Basketball Office Phone:  828-251-6935
Arena (capacity): Kimmel Arena (3,200)

2022-23 BREAKDOWN
Starters Returning/Lost: 3/2
Letterwinners Returning/Lost: 5/6
Newcomers: 6

2021-22 REVIEW
Overall Record: 17-15
Big South Record (Finish): 8-8 (5th)
Big South Tournament: Loss in First Round to Charleston Southern, 79-78
Postseason: Win vs. Stephen F. Austin, 80-68, Lost to Northern Colorado, 87-84, at the College Basketball Invitational

MEN’S BASKETBALL HISTORY 
First year of Basketball: 1964-65
Overall Record: 856-822 (.510)
NCAA Tournament Appearances: 4 (2003, 2011, 2012, 2016)
NCAA Tournament Record: 2-4
NIT Appearances: 2 (2008, 2018)
NIT Record: 0-2
College Basketball Invitational Appearances: 1 (2022)
College Basketball Invitational Record: 1-1
CollegeInsider.Com Tournament Appearances: 1 (2017)
CollegeInsider.Com Tournament Record: 0-1
Last postseason opponent: Lost to Northern Colorado in the second round of the 2022 CBI Tournament, 87-84
Big South Regular-Season Record: 280-240 (.538)
Big South Regular-Season Championships: 7 (1997-98-02-08-12-17-18)
Big South Tournament Record: 35-30 (.538)
Big South Tournament Championships: 5 (1989-03-11-12-16)
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TV CHART

HEAD COACH
FIFTH SEASON

Mike Morrell

2 • Caleb Burgess

10 • Alex Caldwell

3 • Tajion Jones

12 • Fletcher Abee5 • Silas Mason

6-2 /173  •  Sr.  •  G
Knoxville, Tenn. (Bearden HS)

0 • Trent Stephney 1 • Jamon Battle 4 • Drew Pember

11 • Zaharee Maddox 13 • Nick McMullen

6-5 /207  •  Sr.  •  F
Richmond, Va. (Beckley Prep)

15 • Dean Gabrelcik 23 • Davion Cunningham14 • Amadou Sylla 21 • Justin Stephens 25 • Ian Clinkscales-King

ASSISTANT COACH
SECOND SEASON

Justin Levine
ASSISTANT COACH
FOURTH SEASON

Neil Dixon
ASSISTANT COACH
FOURTH SEASON

Woody Taylor

6-3/185  •  Sr.  •  G
Winston-Salem, N.C. (Hofstra)

6-5 /210  •  Gr.  •  G
Oak Ridge, Tenn. (Oak Ridge)

6-10 /212  • Sr.  •  F
Knoxville, Tenn. (Tennessee)

6-7 /192  •  Jr.  •  F
Greensboro, N.C. (Ben L. Smith HS)

6-0 /161  •  Sr.  •  G
Columbia, S.C. (NC Central)

5-10 /160  •  Fr.  •  G
Mocksville, N.C. (Davie County HS)

6-3 /195  •  Jr.  •  G
Morganton, N.C. (The Citadel)

6-8 /237  • Jr.  •  F
Greensboro, N.C. (Murray State)

6-10 /225  •  Sr.  •  F
Bamako, Mali (Tennessee Tech)

6-4 /213  •  R-Fr.  •  G
East Lake, Fla. (East Lake HS)

6-1 /197  •  Jr.  •  G
Clayton, N.C. (Louisburg College)

6-3 /165  •  Fr.  •  G
Huntersville, N.C. / (North Mecklenburg HS)

6-5 /225  • Fr.  •  F
Asheville, N.C. (Enka HS)
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HEAD COACH MIKE MORRELL

Mike Morrell enters his fifth season at the helm of 
the UNC Asheville men’s basketball program in 2022-23.

During the 2021-22 campaign, Morrell led the 
Bulldogs to their first postseason appearance in four 
seasons as they were invited to compete in the College 
Basketball Invitational. At the Invitational, the Bulldogs 
tallied their first postseason win at the event, toppling 
Stephen F. Austin, 80-68. Asheville also got out to a fast 
10-5 start to the season, which was the program’s best 
start since 2015-16. The Bulldogs also went 9-6 (.600 
winning percentage) against non-Big South foes marking 
its best non-conference performance in terms of winning 
percentage since 2007-08. 

Some individual standouts for Asheville in 2021-
22 included Drew Pember being named the Big South’s 
Defensive Player of the Year after ranking 10th in the 
country with 93 blocks. Pember’s 93 blocks were the 

second-most ever by a Bulldog in a single season and 
helped him gain NABC All-District Second Team honors 
as well. LJ Thorpe earned All-Big South Honorable 
Mention honors for the third straight season, while Coty 
Jude garnered All-Academic team honors. 

 Morrell guided the Bulldogs to a strong 10-10, 
9-5 Big South record in the unprecedented season that 
was 2020-21. Despite not being able to compete for 30 
days down the stretch of the season due to COVID-19, 
Asheville’s 9-5 mark in the Big South was its sixth-best 
win percentage (.643) in the last 15 seasons. The 
Bulldogs were able to earn a first-round bye in the 2021 
Big South Tournament, hosting a quarterfinal matchup 
for the first time since 2018. Asheville’s nine conference 
wins also made them one of just four schools within the 
Big South to post a combined winning record against 
conference foes over the course of the 2019-20 and 

MIKE MORRELL 
HEAD COACH, FIFTH SEASON
Milligan, 2005
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HEAD COACH MIKE MORRELL

2020-21 seasons.
Morrell and the Bulldogs coached Tajion Jones (Second Team) and LJ 

Thorpe (Honorable Mention) to Big South honors, while Jones also garnered 
NABC All-District 3 Second Team recognition. Additionally, Coty Jude was named 
to the Big South All-Academic Team. While the condensed season had its share 
of memorable moments and wins, no victory shined brighter than the Bulldogs’ 
57-55 win at Winthrop on January 29, when Asheville knocked off the previously 
unbeaten Eagles and snapped the nation’s longest win streak (21 games) in 
the process. 

After a national search, UNC Asheville selected Mike Morrell to helm the 
UNC Asheville men’s basketball program on Wednesday, April 11, 2018.

Morrell (pronunciation: more-ELL) is the seventh head coach in the history 
of UNC Asheville men’s basketball. Considered one of the top assistants in all of 
college basketball, Morrell joined UNC Asheville from the University of Texas. He 
is a native of Elizabethton, Tenn.

Morrell oversaw one of the biggest turnarounds in Division I men’s 
basketball during the 2019-20 season. The Bulldogs improved by 11 victories 
from his first season at the helm, tied for the third-largest improvement that 
season, and were one of just four teams in the nation to increase its win total 
by double digits.

The Bulldogs returned 83.6 percent of their minutes played from the season 
before, but still ranked inside the Top 15 all season among youngest teams 
according to Ken Pomeroy, as the starting lineup consisted of all sophomores. 
Asheville was one of just two teams in the country to use the same starting 
lineup the entire season, and all five starters averaged double-digits in scoring.

With consistency and experience, the Bulldogs improved their record 
from 4-27 to 15-16, including an 8-10 mark in Big South Conference play. The 
Bulldogs entered the season predicted to finish ninth in the league standings, 
but ended the year in a tie for fifth: the largest jump in predicted finish in the 
conference.

Morrell coached two All-Big South performers, as sophomore DeVon Baker 
was named to the second-team while redshirt sophomore LJ Thorpe earned 
honorable mention recognition. Redshirt junior Jax Levitch was named to the 
All-Academic Team.

After a first season with eight freshman learning the ropes of collegiate 
basketball, Morrell truly began to establish his desired style of play in Year Two. 
The Bulldogs played aggressive pressure defense, and led the Big South and 
ranked in the Top 25 nationally in turnover margin (plus-5.2), turnovers forced 
per game (16.9), total steals (250) and steals per game (8.3).

The Bulldogs finished fourth nationally in turnover margin, and led the 
nation in the statistic for a period during the season. Under Morrell’s direction, 
redshirt sophomore Lavar Batts, Jr. led the Big South in steals, and three other 
players – Baker, Thorpe and Trent Stephney – all ranked inside the Top 15 in the 
conference in steals. No other team had more than two players in the Top 15.

The Bulldogs also were much improved on the offensive end, as four 
players – Baker, Thorpe, Tajion Jones and Batts – all ranked inside the Top 16 
in the Big South in scoring. No other team in the league had more than two in 
the Top 16.

In addition to those four, Coty Jude also averaged 10 points per game, and 
he moved into the Top 10 all-time at Asheville in career 3-pointers, as he is tied 
for ninth with 140.

Following the 2019-20 season, ESPN named Morrell as one if its Top 40 
coaches under 40 years old, citing the Bulldogs’ 11-game turnaround.

Morrell coached the youngest team in NCAA Division I in his first season 
in charge of the UNC Asheville men’s basketball program. The Bulldogs finished 
the season with 76 percent of their minutes being played by freshmen. Over 
90 percent of UNC Asheville’s overall minutes on the year were played by 
underclassmen.

Despite their youth, Morrell’s Bulldogs were able to sweep the season 
series from USC Upstate and Asheville was the only team in the country during 
the regular season to have four freshmen score 20 or more points in a single 
game.

UNC Asheville’s DeVon Baker was chosen to the Big South All-Freshman 
Team, while lone senior Donovan Gilmore was tabbed to the All-Academic Team.

Named the top recruiter in the country under the age of 35 in 2015 by 
ESPN prior to his arrival at UNC Asheville, Morrell helped coach a team to the 
NCAA Tournament in nine of his 11 years at the NCAA Division I level as an 
assistant coach.

As the primary recruiting coordinator at Texas, Morrell helped sign two top-
5 and one top-20 class.

Morrell spent most of his coaching career working with current Texas head 
coach Shaka Smart.

In addition to working with him at Texas from 2015-2018, Morrell spent 
2011-2015 on Smart’s staff at VCU.

During Morrell’s four seasons at VCU (2011-15), the Rams posted an 
overall record of 108-35 (.755) and made four NCAA Tournament appearances. 
VCU was ranked in the final Associated Press poll in the 2012-13 (No. 25), 
2013-14 (No. 24) and 2014-15 (No. 25) seasons.

At Texas, the Longhorns advanced to the NCAA Tournament in both the 
2015-16 seasons and the 2017-18 seasons.

In its first full recruiting cycle in Austin, the Texas coaching staff that 
Morrell was on pulled in a four-man freshman group that ranked as the No. 5 
recruiting class in the nation by Scout. All four freshman signees were ranked 
among the top-100 players nationally by Scout (Jarrett Allen, No. 15; James 
Banks, No. 49; Andrew Jones, No. 19; Jacob Young, No. 87).

The 2016-17 season at Texas for Morrell was highlighted by the 
development of freshman Jarrett Allen, who was selected as the No. 22 pick 
by the Brooklyn Nets in the 2017 NBA Draft. Allen earned All-Big 12 Conference 
third-team and Big 12 All-Newcomer Team accolades. He also claimed a spot on 
the 10-person USBWA All-District VII Team and the five-person NABC All-District 
8 second-team.

During its second recruiting cycle, the Texas staff signed a five-man 
freshman class that ranked as the No. 5 recruiting class in the country by Rivals. 
All five freshmen signees were ranked among the top-80 players nationally by 
one of the three major recruiting services (Mohamed Bamba, No. 2 Rivals; Matt 
Coleman, No. 29 ESPN; Jase Febres, No. 47 Scout; Jericho Sims, No. 51 Scout; 
Royce Hamm Jr., No. 80 ESPN).

Morrell has extensive ties to the Carolinas.
In fact, before joining Smart’s staff at VCU, he spent the 2010-11 season 

on Barclay Radebaugh’s staff at Charleston Southern.
Prior to his time at Charleston Southern, Morrell was on staff at Clemson 

under head coach Oliver Purnell. He served as a graduate assistant in 2007-08 
before moving into the Director of Basketball Operations position at Clemson 
in the 2008-09 and 2009-10 seasons. The Tigers advanced to the NCAA 
Tournament in all three of his seasons on staff.

Morrell began his coaching career on staff at King College in Bristol, Tenn. 
in 2005-06 and 2006-07. The Tornado won the 2007 Appalachian Athletic 
Conference Tournament and advanced to the NAIA National Tournament first 
round. They posted an overall record of 23-11. He also served as the head 
coach of the golf team at King.

Born Aug. 22, 1982, Morrell was a two-sport standout at Milligan College 
where he was an 1,000-point scorer for the men’s basketball program. A three-
year starter, Morrell helped the Buffaloes earn a spot in the NAIA National 
Tournament as a freshman in 2000-01. A two-time all-league selection in golf, 
Morrell, who earned his bachelor’s degree in history in 2005, led Milligan golf to 
the conference championship in 2003.

The Morrell File
Record at UNC Asheville: 54-72 (Fifth Season)
Career Record: 54-72 (Fifth Season)

AS A COACH
2018-pres.: UNC Asheville (Head Coach)
2015-18: Texas (Assistant Coach)
2011-15: VCU (Assistant Coach)
2010-11: Charleston Southern (Assistant Coach)
2008-10: Clemson (Director of Basketball Operations)
2007-08: Clemson (Graduate Assistant)
2005-07: King College (Assistant Coach)

AS A STUDENT-ATHLETE
2000-05: Milligan (Basketball and Golf)
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THE BULLDOGS

TRENT 
STEPHNEY

Sr.  •  G  •  6-2, 173
Knoxville, Tenn. • Bearden HS 

Quick Hits on Stephney
• 2021-22 Big South leader in steals (82)
• Second on the Bulldogs with 108 assists last season
• High School teammate of  fellow Bulldog Drew Pember at Bearden High School where they led their team to a State Title
• Matched a career-high with three 3-pointers made in a game vs. Eastern Kentucky earlier this season
• Team leader in steals (23) so far this season

0 TRENT 
STEPHNEY
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THE BULLDOGS

TRENT 
STEPHNEY
TRENT 
STEPHNEY

JAMON
BATTLE

Sr.  •  F  •  6-5, 207
Richmond, Va. • LC Bird HS

Quick Hits on Battle
• Has played in 80 consecutive games for Asheville
• One of  five Bulldogs to appear in every game last season
• Scored in double figures in five consecutive games
• Leads the team with 23 offensive rebounds in 2022-23
• Set a new career-high with 21 points in Saturday’s win at ETSU 

1
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THE BULLDOGS

CALEB
BURGESS

Sr.  •  G  •  6-3, 185
Winston-Salem, N.C. • Moravian Prep (Hofstra)

2
Quick Hits on Burgess
• Spent the last three seasons playing for Hofstra
• Appeared in 77 games in three seasons for the Pride
• In 2020-21, Burgess led the Colonial Athletic Association with 5.6 assists per game (22nd nationally) 
• Started five games so far in his first season with Asheville
• Dished out a career-high 11 assists last Tuesday at South Carolina State
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THE BULLDOGS

CALEB
BURGESS

TAJION 
JONES

Gr.  •  G  •  6-5, 210
Oak Ridge, Tenn. • Oak Ridge HS 

3
Quick Hits on Jones
• A 2021-22 Preseason All-Big South Second Team Selection
• Ranks 6th all-time on Asheville’s all-time scoring list with 1,643 points
• Broke the school record for career 3-pointers on Tuesday, now has 300 made 3-pointers
• Matched school record with eight made threes in Tuesday’s win over South Carolina State
• Became the ninth player in program history to score 1,500 points last month vs. Brevard
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THE BULLDOGS

DREW
PEMBER

Sr.  •  F  •  6-10, 212
Knoxville, Tenn. • Bearden HS (University of Tennessee)

4
Quick Hits on Pember
• The 2022-23 Preseason Big South Player of  the Year
• Is the reigning Big South Defensive Player of  the Year & First Team selection after leading the conference with 93 blocks
• Scored 40 points and added nine rebounds to help fuel Asheville 98-95 win at UCF in the season opener
• Was named the Lou Henson National Player of  the Week & Big South Co-Player of  the Week on November 14
• Leads the Big South with six 20-plus point outing so far in 2022-23
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THE BULLDOGS

DREW
PEMBER

SILAS
MASON

Jr.  •  F  •  6-7, 192
Greensboro, N.C. • Ben L. Smith HS 

5
Quick Hits on Mason
• Appeared in nine of  the 12 games this season for Asheville
• High School teammate of  fellow Bulldog Nick McMullen
• Best game as a Bulldog came in the regular season finale vs. Presbyterian with 16 points
• Set new bests in nearly every statistical category last season
• 24/7 sports ranked him as the No. 12 player in the state of  North Carolina coming out of  high school
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THE BULLDOGS

ALEX
CALDWELL

Sr.  •  G  •  6-0, 161
Columbia, S.C. • Wilson HS (NC Central/Southeast Missouri St.)

10
Quick Hits on Caldwell
• Has played at Southeast Missouri State and NC Central 
• Appeared in 93 games in his collegiate career
• Played in a career-high 31 games in 2019-20 where he averaged 11.7 points per game vs. SEMO
• Scored a season-high 16 points last week vs. NC Central
• Was the 4A South Carolina Player of  the Year as a senior in high school averaging 22.0 points, 7.0 assists, and 5.0 rebounds
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THE BULLDOGS

ALEX
CALDWELL

ZAHAREE 
MADDOX

Fr.  •  G  •  5-10, 160
Mocksville, N.C. • Davie County HS

11
Quick Hits on Maddox
• Two-time All-Area selection in high school
• A three-time All-Conference pick as well
• The 2021-22 Davie County Athlete of  the Year
• Made his Bulldog debut on November 12 vs. Brevard
• Played a season-high eight minutes last Wednesday vs. Warren Wilson
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THE BULLDOGS

FLETCHER
ABEE

Jr.  •  G  •  6-3, 195
Morganton, N.C. • Freedom HS (The Citadel)

12
Quick Hits on Abee
• Averaged double digits in each season he played at The Citadel prior to transferring to Asheville
• Set program and freshman records at The Citadel in 2019-20 in 3-pointers made (80) and free throw percentage (84.9)
• Has shot 37.6 percent from 3-point range as a collegiate player
• Had his best performance in an Asheville uniform to date on December 3 with 17 points vs. UT Martin
• A 2019-20 SoCon All-Freshman Team honoree
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THE BULLDOGS

FLETCHER
ABEE

NICK
MCMULLEN

Jr.  •  F  •  6-8, 237
Greensboro, N.C.  • Ben L. Smith HS (Murray State)

13
Quick Hits on McMullen
• Scored 11 points and went a perfect 5-for-5 from the field in season-opening win over UCF
• Spent the last two seasons playing for Murray State
• As a Racer, McMullen played in 56 games
• High school teammate of  fellow Bulldog Silas Mason
• Scored a career-high 20 points in last Tuesday’s win over South Carolina State to go with 10 rebounds
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THE BULLDOGS

AMADOU
SYLLA

Sr.  •  F  •  6-10, 225
Bamako, Mali • Our Savior Lutheran HS (Tennessee Tech/Iowa Western CC)

14
Quick Hits on Sylla
• An experienced collegiate player having appeared in 83 games at Tennesee Tech since 2019
• Has shot 52.4 percent from the field in college
• Averaged over five rebounds per game for his career
• Blocked 67 shots as a collegiate player
• Recorded a double-double (14 points, 12 rebounds) earlier this month vs. Warren Wilson
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THE BULLDOGS

AMADOU
SYLLA

DEAN
GABRELCIK

R-Fr.  •  G  •  6-4, 213
East Lake, Fla. • East Lake HS

15
Quick Hits on Gabrelcik
• Redshirted in 2021-22 for the Bulldogs
• Scored 12 points in Asheville’s exhibition win over Milligan in early November
• Helped his team to an 82-11 record in high school
• Scored a career-high 18 points in the victory over Warren Wilson earlier this month
• Made his UNC Asheville debut on November 12 vs. Brevard
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THE BULLDOGS

JUSTIN
STEPHENS

Jr.  •  G  •  6-1, 170
Clayton, N.C. • Corinth Holders HS (Louisburg College)

21
Quick Hits on Stephens
• A transfer from Louisburg College
• A 2020 McDonald’s All-American nominee in the state of  North Carolina
• Averaged 13.5 points and 2.7 assists per game at Louisburg
• Knocked down over 100 3-pointers in his two seasons at the junior college level
• Made his Bulldog debut on November 12 vs. Brevard
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THE BULLDOGS

JUSTIN
STEPHENS

DAVION
CUNNINGHAM

Fr.  •  G  •  6-3, 165
Huntersville, N.C.  •  North Mecklenburg HS 

Quick Hits on Cunningham
• Scored seven points in 22 minutes of  action against Milligan in an exhibition game on November 1
• Helped North Mecklenburg High School win a State Championship
• Team MVP in 2020
• Named the Defensive Player of  the Year in 2021
• Made his official Bulldog debut on November 12 vs. Brevard

23
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THE BULLDOGS

IAN
CLINKSCALES-KING

Fr.  •  F  •  6-5, 225
Asheville, N.C. • Enka HS 

Quick Hits on Clinkscales-King
• Averaged a double-double in high school (16 points, 11 rebounds)
• A two-time All-Conference selection
• He is the first Asheville native to play for the Bulldogs since 2015-16 (Jacob Casper)
• A two-time Western Carolina All-Star
• Made his Bulldog debut on November 12 vs. Brevard

25
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IAN
CLINKSCALES-KING

UNC ASHEVILLE INDIVIDUALS
Scored 30+ Points: Tajion Jones (30) - at South Carolina State - 12/13/22
Scored 35+ Points: Drew Pember (40) - at UCF, 11/7/22
Scored 40+ Points: Drew Pember (40) - at UCF, 11/7/22
Scored 20 Points in a Half: Tajion Jones (20) - at South Carolina State - 12/13/22
Had 15+ Rebounds: Drew Pember (18) at South Carolina State - 12/13/22
Two+ Players Scored 20 or More in Same Game: Tajion Jones (30) & Nick McMullen (20) - at South Carolina State - 12/13/22
Two+ Players Had Double-Figure Rebounds: Drew Pember (18) & Nick McMullen (10) - at South Carolina State - 12/13/22
Three Players Had Double-Figure Rebounds: Donovan Gilmore (16), Jonathan Baehre (10) and Raekwon Miller (10) - vs. Milligan,
12/10/17
Two Players Had Double-Doubles: Drew Pember (16 points, 18 rebounds), Nick McMullen (20 points, 10 rebounds) - at South Caroli-
na State - 12/13/22
Three Players Had Double-Doubles: Donovan Gilmore (13 points and 16 rebounds), Jonathan Baehre (13 points and 10 rebounds)
and Raekwon Miller (19 points and 10 rebounds) - vs. Milligan, 12/10/17
Had a Triple-Double: LJ Thorpe (17 points, 13 rebounds, 10 assists) - at Hampton, 2/10/20
Had 5+ 3-Pointers: Tajion Jones (8) at South Carolina State - 12/13/22
Four Scorers in Double Figures: Tajion Jones (30), Nick McMullen (20), Drew Pember (16), Jamon Battle (13) - at South Carolina State 
- 12/13/22
Five Scorers in Double-Figures: Drew Pember (20), Tajion Jones (12), Fletcher Abee (12), Jamon Battle (12), Trent Stephney (11) vs. 
Eastern Kentucky - 11/19/22
Six Scorers in Double Figures: Drew Pember (18), Tajion Jones (17), Fletcher Abee (17), Nick McMullen (13), Jamon Battle (11), Trent 
Stephney (11) vs. UT Martin - 12/3/22
Seven Scorers in Double Figures: Drew Pember (22), Dean Gabrelcik (18), Amadou Sylla (14), Fletcher Abee (14), Tajion Jones (12), 
Jamon Battle (11), Silas Mason (10)
Led UNC Asheville in Points, Rebounds and Assists: Drew Pember - 20 points, eight rebounds, four assists vs. Eastern Kentucky - 
11/19/22
7+ Assists: Caleb Burgess (11) - at South Carolina State - 12/13/22
10+ Assists: Caleb Burgess (11) - at South Carolina State - 12/13/22
5+ Steals: Lavar Batts, Jr. (5) - at Charleston Southern, 1/11/20
10+Steals: Ahmad Thomas (10) - vs. Warren Wilson, 12/10/16
5+ Blocks: Drew Pember (5) - at ETSU - 12/17/22
10+ Blocks: Jaleel Roberts (10) - vs. Charlotte, 11/30/14
Played all 40 Minutes of Regulation Game: Tajion Jones - vs. USC Upstate, 1/30/19

UNC ASHEVILLE TEAM
Won an Overtime Game: 98-95 (2OT) at UCF (11/7/22)
Lost an Overtime Game: 83-91 (OT) at High Point (2/5/22)
Played Two+ Overtimes: at UCF 98-95 (2OT) - 11/7/22
Played Three+ Overtimes: vs. Presbyterian 98-96 (3OT) - 2/26/22
Shot 60 percent or above: at South Carolina State (33-for-53 - 62.30%) - 12/13/22
Shot 60 percent for a Half: at South Carolina State (15-for-24 - 62.50%) - 12/13/22
Shot Under 30 Percent: vs. Manhattan (11-of-44, 25.0), 11/18/18
Made 15 Three-Pointers: 17, vs. Milligan (17-for-34, 50%), 12/21/21
Shot 100 Percent Free Throws: 100% (12-of-12) vs. Radford, 1/19/19
Attempted Less Than Five Free Throws: 4 at Charleston Southern, 1/11/20
Attempted 30+ Free Throws: 31 vs. Warren Wilson, 12/7/22
Attempted 35+ Free Throws: 42 vs. Campbell, 3/3/20
Attempted 40+ Free Throws: 42 vs. Campbell, 3/3/20
Made 20+ Free Throws: 22 vs. Warren Wilson - 12/7/22
Made 30+ Free Throws: 31 at Campbell, 2/6/16
Scored 100 Points (conf. game): 104 vs. Winthrop (W, 104-101 2OT), 2/9/17
Scored 100 Points (non-conf. game): 122 vs. Warren Wilson - 12/7/22
Scored 100 Points in a win: 122 vs. Warren Wilson - 12/7/22
Had Less Than 10 Turnovers: 9 vs. Eastern Kentucky - 11/19/22
Had Less Than 5 Turnovers: 4 vs. Northern Colorado - 3/22/22
Had 50+ Rebounds: 55 vs. Warren Wilson - 12/7/22
Had 20+ Assists: 22 at South Carolina State - 12/13/22
Had 20+ Steals: 26 vs. Warren Wilson, 12/10/16
Forced 30+ Turnovers: 31 vs. Brevard, 11/16/19
Forced 25+ Turnovers: 25 vs Campbell, 1/8/20
Had 10+ Blocks: 10 vs. Georgia State, 11/20/22
Failed to Make a 3-pointer: 0-for-7 vs. Western Carolina, 11/9/12

AN OPPONENT
Scored 30 Points: Patrick Good (Winthrop) - 30 points, 7-of-11 shooting - 2/19/22
Had 15+ Rebounds: Davion Warren (Hampton) - 32 points, 15 rebs. - 1/9/20

THE LAST TIME...
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STARTING LINEUP

Opponent (H/A/N) G G G  F F First Sub
UCF (A) Burgess Jones Abee Pember McMullen Battle/Stephney
BREVARD (H) Burgess Jones Abee Pember McMullen Stephney
TEXAS A&M COMMERCE (N) Stephney Jones Abee Pember McMullen Battle
EASTERN KENTUCKY (N) Stephney Jones Abee Pember McMullen Battle
GEORGIA STATE (A) Stephney Jones Abee Pember McMullen Battle/Burgess
WESTERN CAROLINA (H) Burgess Jones Abee Pember McMullen Battle/Stephney
NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL(A) Burgess Jones Abee Pember McMullen Battle/Stephney
UT-MARTIN (H) Burgess Jones Abee Pember McMullen Stephney
WARREN WILSON (H) Stephney Jones Abee Pember McMullen Battle 
DAYTON (A) Stephney Jones Abee Pember McMullen Battle/Burgess
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE (A) Stephney Jones Battle Pember McMullen Burgess, Gabrelcik
EAST TENNESSEE STATE (A) Stephney Jones Battle Pember McMullen Burgess
ARKANSAS (A)
RADFORD (H)
WINTHROP (A)
HIGH POINT (A)
CAMPBELL (H)
LONGWOOD (H)
GARDNER-WEBB (A)
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN (A)
USC UPSTATE (H)
PRESBYTERIAN (H)
CAMPBELL (A)
HIGH POINT (H)
USC UPSTATE (A)
WINTHROP (H)
PRESBYTERIAN (A)
RADFORD (A)
GARDNER-WEBB (H)
CHARLESTON SOUTHERN (H)
LONGWOOD (A)

CAREER STARTS FOR AVL

Player Career
Trent Stephney 53
Jamon Battle 34
Tajion Jones 121
Drew Pember 42
Fletcher Abee 10
Caleb Burgess 5
Nick McMullen 12

RECORD BY LINEUP
Burgess, Jones, Pember, Abee, McMullen   4-1
Stephney, Jones, Pember, Abee, McMullen   2-3
Stephney, Jones, Battle, Pember, McMullen   2-0
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2022-23 SEASON STATS

2022-23 UNC Asheville Men's Basketball
Combined Team Statistics

All games
Page 1/1

as of Dec 19, 2022

Game Records
Record Overall Home Away Neutral
ALL GAMES 8-4 4-0 3-3 1-1
CONFERENCE 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
NON-CONFERENCE 8-4 4-0 3-3 1-1

Score by Periods
Team 1st 2nd OT TOT
UNC Asheville 455 505 22 982
Opponents 384 482 19 885

Team Box Score

No. Player
Total 3-Point F-Throw Rebounds

GP-GS MIN AVG FG-FGA FG% 3FG-3FGA 3FG% FT-FTA FT% OFF DEF TOT AVG PF DQ A TO BLK STL PTS AVG
4 PEMBER, Drew 12-11 370:55 30.9 69-138 .500 19-45 .422 79-94 .840 21 93 114 9.5 27 2 27 45 35 11 236 19.7
3 JONES, Tajion 12-11 399:05 33.3 65-124 .524 39-81 .481 8-13 .615 14 45 59 4.9 14 0 13 15 5 8 177 14.8
1 BATTLE, Jamon 12-1 323:41 27.0 56-94 .596 1-9 .111 17-31 .548 23 38 61 5.1 17 1 20 21 5 17 130 10.8

13 MCMULLEN, Nick 12-11 244:33 20.4 47-82 .573 1-4 .250 20-33 .606 22 37 59 4.9 29 0 7 21 5 6 115 9.6
12 ABEE, Fletcher 10-10 266:05 26.6 29-66 .439 18-46 .391 8-11 .727 2 20 22 2.2 16 0 15 8 1 7 84 8.4
10 CALDWELL, Alex 8-0 135:42 17.0 18-39 .462 11-25 .440 12-18 .667 3 8 11 1.4 16 0 7 5 1 2 59 7.4
0 STEPHNEY, Trent 12-6 305:05 25.4 30-67 .448 7-23 .304 5-17 .294 1 27 28 2.3 24 2 31 21 0 23 72 6.0

15 GABRELCIK, Dean 6-0 63:47 10.6 10-27 .370 10-27 .370 1-1 1.000 2 4 6 1.0 1 0 2 1 0 0 31 5.2
14 SYLLA, Amadou 5-0 34:57 7.0 8-17 .471 0-0 .000 2-2 1.000 6 11 17 3.4 5 0 2 2 2 2 18 3.6
23 CUNNINGHAM, Davion 1-0 14:30 14.5 1-3 .333 0-2 .000 1-1 1.000 0 4 4 4.0 1 0 0 3 0 0 3 3.0
5 MASON, Silas 9-0 68:02 7.6 8-13 .615 0-0 .000 9-16 .563 2 4 6 0.7 9 0 1 7 2 2 25 2.8

11 MADDOX, Zaharee 2-0 10:20 5.2 2-4 .500 0-2 .000 0-0 .000 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 1 0 3 4 2.0
2 BURGESS, Caleb 12-5 193:25 16.1 6-27 .222 0-4 .000 11-18 .611 2 10 12 1.0 19 1 35 28 0 8 23 1.9

21 STEPHENS, Justin 2-0 12:40 6.3 1-2 .500 0-0 .000 1-2 .500 0 4 4 2.0 1 0 3 1 0 1 3 1.5
25 CLINKSCALES-KING, Ian 2-0 07:12 3.6 1-1 1.000 0-0 .000 0-0 .000 1 0 1 0.5 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 1.0
Team 19 17 36 8
Total 12 2450 351-704 .499 106-268 .396 174-257 .677 118 322 440 36.7 181 6 163 187 56 90 982 81.8
Opponents 12 2450 336-780 .431 79-268 .295 134-174 .770 132 281 413 34.4 239 6 156 169 46 100 885 73.8

Team Statistics
AVL OPP

Scoring 982 885
Points per game 81.8 73.8
Scoring margin +8.1 -

Field goals-att 351-704 336-780
Field goal pct .499 .431

3 point fg-att 106-268 79-268
3-point FG pct .396 .295
3-pt FG made per game 8.8 6.6

Free throws-att 174-257 134-174
Free throw pct .677 .770
F-Throws made per game 14.5 11.2

Rebounds 440 413
Rebounds per game 36.7 34.4
Rebounding margin +2.3 -

Assists 163 156
Assists per game 13.6 13.0

Turnovers 187 169
Turnovers per game 15.6 14.1
Turnover margin -1.5 -
Assist/turnover ratio 0.9 0.9

Steals 90 100
Steals per game 7.5 8.3

Blocks 56 46
Blocks per game 4.7 3.8

Winning streak 2 -
Home win streak 4 -

Attendance 4170 24516
Home games-Avg/Game 4-1043 6-4086
Neutral site-Avg/Game - 2-612

Team Results
Date Opponent Score Att.
11/07/2022 at UCF Wot2 98-95 4603
11/12/2022 Brevard W 94-46 815
11/18/2022 vs Tex. A&M-Commerce W 72-64 630
11/19/2022 vs Eastern Ky. L 75-77 593
11/20/2022 at Georgia St. L 68-74 1331
11/26/2022 Western Caro. W 73-61 1522
11/29/2022 at N.C. Central L 66-79 1663
12/03/2022 UT Martin W 90-83 908
12/07/2022 Warren Wilson W 122-70 925
12/10/2022 at Dayton L 56-79 13407
12/13/2022 at South Carolina St. W 94-84 505
12/17/2022 at ETSU W 74-73 3007


